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THE CONCEPT OF «ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE» IN THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE FORMATION OF A NEW SOCIAL GROUP

Abstract. The article identifies aspects of the mass of intellectuals among the 
enemies of the people due to their origin, quality education, participation in political 
life, spread of national ideas among the peasantry, etc.; the author models his own 
vision of the social stratification of the population of the Soviet Union, taking into 
account the specific localised social group «enemy of the people»; The author 

in the process of joint activity of individuals and social communities in specific 
historical conditions and manifests itself in relation to each other; analyses the 

identifies the main images of enemies as bourgeois, petty-bourgeois elements, class 
enemy, kulaks, nationalist, Petliurists and priests.

The understanding of the concept of «enemy of the people» in the Soviet 
Union becomes specific, as the image itself is an ideological tool that was intended 
to accelerate the social stratification of the population and help the party 
nomenclature identify supporters and opponents of the regime.

In such conditions, the concept of «friend or foe» was implemented exclusively
for supporters of the system, while opponents were marginalised by society or 
became declassee elements who lost their social ties with the previous social group. 
At the same time, the growing number of
people, caused socio-political and socio-economic crises due to rising unemployment 
and a breakdown in the social hierarchy of localised population groups.  

depended on the direction of social transformations. The main goal of these 
transformations was the disintegration of the old and the formation of new social ties 
in society on the basis of the loss of an individual's membership in a particular social 
group, changes in social forms of ownership (an increase in the number of state-
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owned objects and a decrease in the number of private ones), renewal of the social 
structure for political purposes, increasing the social prestige of education as an
ideological tool, and the emergence of new social verticals. In general, the 

positive effect, as its representatives remained loyal supporters of anti-Bolshevik 
ideas and continued to promote them even in exile.

Keywords: abstract enemy, enemy of the people, political regime, Soviet 
Union, social group, social stratification, totalitarianism.
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