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REPRESENTATIONS OF EVENTS VIA LEXICAL UNITS 

(THROUGH THE EXAMPLE OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC) 

 

New words, lexical units, phraseological units, expressions which emerge 

in language at a certain stage of its development are defined as neologisms.  

The appearance of new lexical units is a permanent and conditioned 

process primarily predetermined by the development of economics, science, 

technology, culture, new historical processes of state establishment, the 

formation of modern thinking, search for adequate means of linguistic 

expression. 

The emergence of lexical or semantic innovations is always conditioned 

by something. According to the Ukrainian linguist, Pr. V. Zhayvoronko, “or 

there was a need for a word, a sign of a new concept (which is a need in itself 

in which the word always precedes), or there was a need to enrich one or 

another semantic field with a new or updated functional unit, or a new 

(additional or updated) content of the old concept (that is a new sememe) 

requires a new form, hence a new word” [1, p. 35]. 

We have singled out examples of English-speaking neologisms formed 

during the pandemic, and analyzed their structural and semantic features based 

on thematic posts of social network users. 

For greater clarity of analysis and research results innovative lexical units 

have been divided into subgroups depending on their scope of use. 

Consequently, two categories of neologisms have been formed, to be more 

https://www.tsvetayeva.com/cycle_poems/poety
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precise: medical terms that have become commonly used, as well as lexical 

units, related to forced Internet communication and gadgets. 

For instance, we have come across Covid determined expression 

‘flattening the curve’. The context in which the expression in question is the 

following “First it was all about flattening the curve. Then it was about getting 

two jabs &amp; freedoms would be returned.” [2]. The way of expression 

formation is considered to be a conversion.  

According to the results of our research, we have come up to the 

conclusion that there are not so many words of this kind because such a type of 

vocabulary 

although it stopped being a part of just one sphere and became essential for the 

lives of all people, however, it is used more often in political, media and 

medical discourses. In everyday life, people tend to choose simple options of 

notions and change them in accordance with their preferences. Thus the 

coronavocabulary in most cases consists of neologisms of colloquial speech 

that are derived from scientific terms. 

Many neologisms-slangisms were formed in the English language in 

terms of the forced Internet communication. Consider the example, there is a 

noun ‘Coronacoma’. The context is the following: “Be it on a train, in a 

supermarket, or at a hawker center, it’s not be surprising that a large 

proportion of people suffer from a mild form of coronanoia”. The way of the 

formation of the word in question is stem+stem. Consider the use of the word 

in question as well in Twitter [3]:  

 
The majority of neologisms related to the category of forced Internet 

communication have a humorous context reflecting the mood of population 

and they are quite understandable in context even without their representation 

in other languages. 
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Taking into account the examples of neologisms it is possible to say that 

the vocabulary, formed during a pandemic, consists mostly of nouns (or 

conversed verbs) and formed by stem+stem formation or their origin is based 

on the combination of political, medical or technical terms with commonly 

used ones. As well among the most popular ways of formation there are 

affixation and substitution. 
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ЦІННІСНІ АСПЕКТИ ПАРЕМІЙ В УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ТА 

АНГЛІЙСЬКІЙ МОВАХ 

 

Мова є фундаментом для зображення не тільки матеріальних сторін 

життя народу, але й духовних процесів (моралі, менталітету, 

національного характеру тощо).  Паремії уособлюють мовленнєвий 

досвід народів, маючи різноманітні форми та стереотипи в соціумі. На 

думку В. Пирогова, прислів’я, приказки, афоризми можна трактувати як 

«національнокультурні вислови, які є узагальнено-образними, 

синтаксично закритими, семантично цілісними конструкціями, що 

https://www.nih.gov/
https://twitter.com/search?q=Coronacoma%20%20&src=typed_query&f=top

