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THE PECULIARITIES OF THE GENRE OF
WRITER’S FAIRY TALE THROUGH THE
INDIVIDUAL STYLE OF R. DAHL

The driving force of fairy tales is the presence of the
confrontation of good vs evil in terms of morality, and beauty vs
ugliness in terms of aesthetics. The disclosure of these conflicts in
fairy tales is aimed at describing their characters that represent
these categories. Taking into consideration our life, we as well
have to go through certain challenges. We can critically assess the
situation, set tasks for its solution.

The literary fairy tale is considered to be a separate field in
modern fiction. Over the long years of its formation and
development, this literary genre has become a universal genre,
covering all phenomena of life and nature around, achievements
of science and technology. Similar to a folk tale which constantly
going through changes, has absorbed the features of a new reality,
the literary tale continues to preserve its inherent inextricable
connection with the social-historical and literary-aesthetic trends
of our time [1, p. 368].

The fairy tale discourse differs in many ways from the
related discursive genres of narrative folklore. Fairy tale discourse
is defined by a peculiar internal direction towards fiction.
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The most distinguishing features and significant ones of a
fairy tale are supposed to have the presence of an artistic fiction in
it. The development of events in it, or the plot, is always clear,
predictable, devoid of excessive details, descriptions and
reflections. Character traits are often exaggerated or hyperbolized.

The plots and composition of so called author’s fairy tales to
a great extent are subjected to the author’s will and fantasy. The
author’s fairy tale is characterized by not typical beginnings, far
from the folklore tradition, which are more common for a work of
a realistic nature in terms of genre.

Even the law of a happy ending, which is absolutely
essential for the genre of fairy tales in general, often becomes
ambiguous in the author’s fairy tales, poisoned with life’s
bitterness. Consequently, a literary fairy tale is created by a
certain author, in a canonical written form, the image of the hero
is individualized, and the plot is not restricted by any
motives [2, p. 14].

The individual style of R. Dahl can be characterized by a
certain set of features, which, to our firm belief, most clearly
define his uniqueness among other writers of the genre question
and their period of work. Moreover, they make it easier to
interpret properly the ideological and artistic essence of the
writer’s children’s works, the peculiarities of the creation of
characters. The following ones can be distinguished:

1. The first one to point out is a game element. It implies
that they are written about children and for children. R. Dahl’s
works under consideration are necessarily aimed at the game.
Deprived of typical didacticism, they are set to entertain young
readers: no matter what the author depicts and no matter how
serious the message is or the topics raised, he does it through the
implementation of a play-based beginning.
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2. He longs for achieving a comic effect that balances
between irony and so called ‘black’ humour. This perhaps the
most essential feature of the ‘Dahlesque’ style, which has
repeatedly caused and continues to cause an endless amount of
discussions and ambiguous comments ranging from critics to
readers, It goes without saying that it is forever present in the
descriptions of all the characters, events and phenomena.

3. Another thing that is typical is rebellion and violation of
standards. R. Dahl always violates all kinds of rules repeatedly
emphasised in his works via leveling the plot, image and language
norms. The concept of rebellion, consistent with the context of the
English literary fairy tale of the postmodern era, adds more
eccentricity and originality to the author’s style.

4. Expressiveness is considered to be essential as well.
The reflection of the writer’s worldview, beliefs and life
principles, emotionality are reveiled via the portrayal of characters
and their essence through speech and actions, which quite often
acquire features of a grotesque character in the works of R. Dahl.

5. There is as well a contrast objectified in the writer’s
work on the basis of the antithetical worldview, focuses on the
conflict of binary oppositions: real vs magical, adult vs childish,
good vs evil, fantasy vs reality, etc. Despite the close interaction
and interpenetration of these oppositions, the author depicts them
in conflict to each other, clearly expressing his own
position [3, p. 117-118].

Thus, in the works of R. Dahl, the literary fairy tale genre
plays a special role, which the writer manages to modify via his
individual style. The study of the author’s innovation in the
system of children’s works allows us to outline the peculiarities of

the creation of characters in his fairy tales.
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