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THE NOUN: INTRODUCTION
The noun is a word expressing substance in the widest sense of the word. In the concept of substance we include not only names of living beings (e.g. boy, girl, bird) and lifeless things (e.g. table, chair, book), but also names of abstract notions, i.e. qualities, states, actions (kindness, strength, sleep, fear, conversation, fight) abstracted from their bearers.

The noun is associated with the following form-words:

a) the article (definite or indefinite): the house, a house;

b) the preposition: in the house, behind the house.
Another characteristic feature of the noun is its association with the adjective which serves as its attribute. This is natural, considering the meaning of these two parts of speech - the noun expresses substance, the adjective expresses the qualities of the substance, e.g.: 

The plain, frank kindness of the honest schoolmaster, the affectionate earnestness of his speech and manner, ...gave the child a confidence in him. The bright, hot morning had changed slowly to a grey, oppressive afternoon; a heavy bank of clouds, with the yellow tinge of coming thunder, had risen in the south, and was creeping up. 

The noun has the following morphological characteristics:
1. Nouns that can be counted have two numbers: singular and plural (e.g. singular: a girl, plural: girls).
2. English nouns two cases: the common case and the genitive case. Case is a grammatical category which shows relation of the noun with other words in a sentence. It is expressed by the form of the noun. The common case is unmarked, it has no inflexion (zero inflexion) and its meaning is very general. The genitive case is marked by the apostrophe s ('s). Not all English nouns posses the category of case; there are certain nouns, mainly nouns denoting inanimate objects, which cannot be used in the genitive case.
3. It is doubtful whether the grammatical category of gender exists in Modern English for it is hardly ever expressed by means of grammatical forms. What is still traditionally called gender in English is a division of nouns into three classes according to their lexical meaning: masculine (referred to as he) - names of male beings; feminine (referred to as she) - names of female beings; neuter (referred to as it) - names of lifeless things and abstract notions, e.g.:

Masculine: father, boy, brother.

Feminine: mother, girl, sister. 

Neuter: table, lamp, kindness, friendship. 

The only exceptions are the nouns child and baby which are sometimes referred to as it.

The noun has certain syntactical functions:

1. Subject: The ship got under way.

2. Predicative: He was certainly the best hated man in the ship.

3. Object: I gave him a pound. Twelve dollars is enough for the man.

4. Objective predicative: I found him an excellent listener.

5. Attribute: A dog is a man's best friend.

6. Adverbial modifier (usually as part of a prepositional phrase):

High above the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the Happy Prince.
MORPHOLOGICAL COMPOSITION OF NOUNS

According to their morphological composition we distinguish simple, derivative and compound nouns.

1. Simple nouns are nouns which have neither prefixes nor suffixes. They are indecomposable: e. g. chair, table, room, map, fish, work.

2. Derivative nouns are nouns which have derivative elements (prefixes or suffixes or both): e.g. reader, sailor, blackness, childhood, misconduct, inexperience.

3. Compound nouns are nouns built from two or more stems: 
e.g. apple-tree, bathroom, etc. Compound nouns often have one stress. The meaning of a compound often differs from the meanings of its elements.

Derivative nouns: roots, prefixes, suffixes

The following list gives some of the most common English noun roots that come from Greek and Latin.

Roots
Root

Meaning

Example
agr

field, farm

agriculture, agronomy
anthro

man


anthropoid
aqua

water


aquarium 
astro

star


astrology, astronaut
aud

hear


auditorium, audience
biblio

book


bibliography, bibliophile
bio

life


biology, biography
celer

speed, hasten

accelerate, celerity
chromos
time


chronicle, chronology
cap, capt, cip
take


captivity
cept, ceive
take


reception, conceive
cess, cede
go, move along
success, proceedings
cid

kill


suicide, genocide
clud, clus
close, shut

seclusion
cosmo

world


cosmopolitan
crat

power


democrat, autocrat
cred

believe, trust

credit
demo

people


democrat, demography
diet

say


diction, contradiction
due, duct
lead


education
fac, fact
make, do

manufacture, factory
fee, feet
make, do

infection, effect
fer

carry, bear

conference
fie, fict

make, do

fiction
fleet

bend


inflection, deflect
frater

brother


fraternity
fund, fus
pour


refund
gen, gener
birth, race

generation
geo

earth


geology, geography
glot

tongue


polyglot
gram

written


telegram, grammar
graph

write


autograph, biography
gress, grad
go, step

progress, grade
ject, jact
throw


project, rejection
lect, leg
read, 
choose

collection, legend logo, log, logy
study


anthropology

manu, mani
hand


manuscript, manicure
mar

sea


maritime, submarine
mater

mother


matriarch
nied

middle


intermediary, medium
min

smaller, less

minute
mit, mis
send, let go

missile, missionary
mort

death


mortician
mot, mob, mo
move, start

motion, motivation
naut

sailor


astronaut
necro

death


necromancer
neuro

nerve


neurology
nom

name


nomenclature
pater

father


patriot
patho

suffering, ill

pathology
ped, pod
foot


pedal, tripod
philo

love


philosophy
phobo

fear


phobia
phone

sound, voice

phonology, telephone
photo

light


photography
plex, pli, ply
fold


complex, plywood
poli

city


politician
port

carry


import
pos, pon
place, put

position
psych

of the mind

psychology
reg, rect
rule, manage

direction 
rupt

break


rupture
scop

watch/look at

telescope
scrib, scrip
write


conscription
soph

wise


philosophy
spec, spic
see, watch

inspection
sta, stat
stand


station
stit, sist
to set up

constitution
ten, tain, tin
hold, keep

container 

tens, tent
stretch, weaken
extension
typo

image


type, typewriter
vacu

empty


evacuation
voca

call


invocation
Here is the list of prefixes which can be often found in nouns:
Prefixes 

Prefix


Meaning

Example

anti-


against


anticlimax
co-


with


cooperation

de-


acting against

demarche

ex-


before, former

ex-general

inter-


between

intermediary

mono-


one


monologue

non-


not


non-stop

over-


too much

overreaction
post-


after


postgraduate 

pre-


before


pre-start
semi-


half


semicircle

sub-


under


subway
super-


above


superstar

trans-


across


transformation
tri-


three


tricycle

under-


not enough

underestimation
uni-


one


uniform 

There are certain prefixes which mean not or show the opposite. These are: un- untruth, im- impossibility, mal- malfunction, ir- (before r) irregulation, il- (before l) illegality, in- incompetence, dis- disagreement, mis- misfortune. 
Typical noun  suffixes are:
Suffix

Meaning


Example

	-ance, 
-ence  
	 act of
	attendance, reliance precedence

	-ancy, ency           
	 state of
	hesitancy, presidency,

consistency

	-age
	 action, condition,

 collection
	message, bondage,

marriage, postage,

baggage

	-ant, -ent               
	one who, that which       
	stimulant, participant,

student, president

	-ar
	one who
	bursar, liar, beggar

	-ary, ory,
	one who, place where
	secretary, library, history, conservatory

	-ery, -ry
	study of
	winery, bakery, chemistry

	-dom
	domain, condition of
	freedom, wisdom, kingdom

	-ee
	one who is
	employee, refugee, absentee

	-eer
	one who
	profiteer, racketeer, pamphleteer

	-er
	one who
	painter, receiver, baker

	-ess
	one who (female)
	actress, poetess, lioness

	-hood
	state of
	boyhood, falsehood, manhood

	-ian
	one who
	beautician, musician, librarian

	-ics
	science, art
	graphics, athletics

	-ion, 

-ation,
	state, action
	fixation, exploration, starvation, foundation

	-sion, 

-tion
	Institution
	organization, preservation. competition, suspension

	-ism
	doctrine, point of view
	mannerism, idealism, realism

	-ist
	one who, believer
	segregationist, realist, cyclist

	-ity
	state, quality
	sanity, rapidity, elasticity

	-ment
	state, quality, act of
	amazement, payment, embodiment

	-ness
	state of
	fullness, shyness, sickness

	-ocrasy
	 system,
	democracy, autocracy,

	
	 style of government
	Plutocracy

	-or
	 one who
	actor, governor, inspector

	-ship
	 state, condition
	friendship, dictatorship, membership


Productive noun-forming suffixes are:
- hood: childhood, manhood 

- dom: freedom

- ship: friendship, relationship  

- ment: development 

- ance: importance 

- er: reader, teacher, worker

Unproductive noun suffixes are:

- ence: dependence 

- ty: cruelty 

- ity: generosity

- ist: communist, telegraphist, dramatist 

- ess: heiress, hostess, actress 

- ness: carelessness, madness, blackness 

- ism: socialism, nationalism, imperialism
Here are some examples of nouns formed from: 
- adjectives: -ance   tolerant – tolerance, -cy   fluent – fluency, -ence   obedient – obedience, -tion  desperate – desperation, -ment  content – contentment, -iness  happy – happiness, -ty  royal – royalty, -ity  popular – popularity, -y  honest – honesty; 
- verbs:  -age    break – breakage, -al  propose – proposal, -ance  annoy – annoyance, -ation  organise – organization, -ence prefer – preference, -ion confuse – confusion, -ment amuse – amusement, -sion suspend – suspension, -sis   analyse – analysis, -tion   direct – direction, -y   perjure – perjury. 
Nouns are also formed by means of sound interchange (usually with the addition of a suffix): mirth (from the adjective merry), length (from the adjective long), strength (from the adjective strong), wisdom (from the adjective wise), speech (from the verb speak).

Another way of forming nouns is by means of conversion: ups and downs (from the adverbs up and down), a relative (from the adjective relative). Verb conversion is the most common, e.g.: a run (from the verb to run), a wash (from the verb to wash), a stop (from the verb to stop), etc. 

Many converted nouns concise both in pronunciation and spelling with verbs they originate from, e.g.: 

aim

fall

lock

smile

answer

guess

move

stop

cause

hope

note

talk

change

influence
order

trouble

doubt

interest

plan

walk

dream

joke

play

work

There are pairs of words of which one member is a noun ending in a voiceless consonant and the other is a verb ending in a voiced consonant: 

Noun                       Verb                Noun            Verb

abuse /s/                abuse /z/           house /s/       house /z/

advice /s/               advise /z/          life /f/           live /v/

belief /f/                 believe /v/        proof /f/        prove /v/

choice /z/               choose /z/         relief /f/        relieve /v/

device /s/               devise /z/          shelf /f/         shelve /v/

excuse /s/               excuse /z/         use /s/           use /z/

In a number of pairs, the noun is stressed on the first syllable, the verb – on the second syllable. Examples of words in frequent use are: 

abstract

accent

addict

ally

attribute

combine
compress
concert 

conduct

conflict
desert

dictate

digest


discount
discourse
entrance

envelop (n)

envelop (v)
escort

essay

exploit


export

extract 
import

impress

incense
increase
insult

object


perfume
permit

present

produce

progress
project

prospect

protest


rebel

record

retail

subject


survey

suspect

torment

Compound nouns and their essential types
The main types of compound nouns are as follows:

(a) noun-stem + noun-stem: apple-tree, snowball;

(b) adjective-stem + noun-stem: blackbird, bluebell,

(c) verb-stem + noun-stem: pickpocket; the stem of a gerund or of a participle may be the first component of a compound noun: dining-room, reading-hall, dancing-girl,

(d) verb-stem + postpositive: breakup, checkout, takeover.

EXERCISES
Exercise1. State the morphological composition of the following nouns.
Snow, sandstone, impossibility, widower, opinion, exclamation, passer-by, misunderstanding, inactivity, snowball, kingdom, anticyclone, mother-of-pearl, immobility, might, warmth, succession, ex-president, nurse, misdeed, wisdom, blackbird, attention, policeman, merry-go-round, usefulness, fortune, friendship, statesman, brother-in-law, population, fellow-boarder, smelling-salt.

Exercise2. Make nouns from the following words:  

employ – employee, employer, employment; injure ___________; except_________; amaze _________; differ _________; publish ________; royal ________; reject _______; drive ________; examine _______; depend ________; differ ______; appear_______. 

Exercise3. Fill in the correct form of the words in capitals: 

To be a good nurse, a nursing 1) qualification (QUALIFY) is not all you need. As a nurse, your 2) ……………… (PERSONAL) plays a huge part in how successful you are in your work. Therefore, it's very important to make an honest 3) ……………… (ANALYSE) of your own character before you start a career in nursing. You should not underestimate the challenges involved in the 4) ……………… (OCCUPY). As a nurse, you need to have the 5) ……………… (ABLE) to care for patient on both a medical and a personal level. For example, 6) ……………… (TOLERANT)  of difficult patients is a very important quality. All in all, nursing may not always be enjoying, but very few other jobs give such a wonderful sense of 7) ……………… (ACHIEVE) each day. 

Exercise4. Correct the words in brackets. Write down the whole words using the following prefixes: mega, micro, mini, out, super, sub, sur, under:
1. When I watch a movie in French I try to understand the actors and not to read the_________________ (overtitles).

2. These toys could be swallowed so they shouldn't be given to the___________________(sub-fives).

3. There were only eight tourists so they hired a_________  (tiny-bus) instead of a coach. 
4. The U S A. had an ____  (overplus) of potatoes last year so over five hundred thousand tons were exported. 
5.  Spies often use  __________________(minifilms) for small-scale reproduction of documents.
6. Since we still have an hour left, let me give you and your friends____________________ (minor-tour) of our city. 
7. One______(kilohertz) equals one million cycles per second.

8. On one sheet of this  __________(minifiche) you can store more than 35 pages of printed word.
9. Michael Jackson is one of the few  ________(extrastars) of pop music, he is called the 'Pope of pop'. 
Exercise5. Complete the negative prefix to match the definition:

1. ______________coder = a machine that converts a coded text into ordinary language.

2. _______________modesty = the trait of being vain and conceited.

3. _____________practicability = the quality of not being usable.

4. _____________propriety = an indecent or improper act, an act of undue intimacy.

5. __________colonization = the action of changing from colonial to independent status.

6. __________________contamination = the removal of contaminants.

7. _____________mortality = the quality or state of being immortal, perpetual life after death

8. _____________ability = an illness, injury or condition that makes it difficult for someone to do the things that other people do.

9. __________moderation = the quality of being excessive and lacking in moderation.

10. _________purity = worthless material that should be removed, the condition of being impure.

11. ___________________affection = the feeling of being alienated from other people.

12. _____________partiality = not supporting any of the sides involved in an argument.

13. _________loyalty = not supporting someone that you should support, the quality of being disloyal.

14. _______________obedience = the failure to obey, the trait of being unwilling to obey.

15. _________________perfection = the state or an instance of being imperfect.

16. __________respect = a disrespectful mental attitude, a manner that is generally disrespectful.

17. _____________________maturity = not having reached maturity.

18. ____________politeness = a discourteous manner that ignores accepted social usage.

19. ____________________responsibility = the trait of lacking a sense of responsibility.

20. ____________________regularity = an irregular asymmetry in shape.

Exercise6. Choose the best word for the description:

1. _____ = wisdom in the management of public affairs (government notary  officialdom  republican  statesmanship) 

2. _____ = a government ship that is available for waging war, combat ship (headship  lordship  spaceship  warship  worship) 

3. _____ = the act of creating written works (notation  autocracy  authorship  authority  authorial) 

4. _____ = the time of a woman's life when she is a widow, the state of being a widow who has not remarried (benevolence  condolence  guardianship  spinster  widowhood) 

5. _____ = fairness in following the rules of the game (aggression  fairway  fairy  phenom  sportsmanship) 

6. _____ = death because of the person's religious faith or political belief (asylum  calamity  casualties  martyrdom  phobia) 

7. _____ = the trait of condescending to those of lower social status (inverted snob  snobbery  snobbier  snobbery snobbism)

8. _____ = skill in sailing (censorship  kinship  sailors-hip  seamanship  starship) 

9. _____ = the state of being a woman; womanly qualities (adultery  womanhood womanize  womankind  womanliness) 

10. _____ = the position of professor (academy  lecture  lecturer  professorial  professorship) 

11. _____ = the kinship relation between an offspring and the mother, maternity (mother country  motherboard  motherhood  motherland  motherly) 

12. _____ = territory ruled by a prince, the dignity or rank or position of a prince (principality principality  princess  princely  princedom) 

13. _____ = skill in selling; skill in persuading people to buy (salable  saleable  sales  salesman  salesmanship) 

14. _____ = a wooden or metal frame used to store bottles of wine  (fortified wine  wine bar  wine rack  wineshop  winner) 

15. _____ = a country with a king as head of state (king  king's pleasure  kingdom  kingfisher  kingside) 

16. _____ = state of relatedness or connection by blood or marriage or adoption (kinsman  kinship  kindred  kindling) 

17. _____ = combat helicopter (gunfight  gunfire  gunmetal  gunship  gunsmith) 

18. _____ = guns collectively (gunsmith  gunpoint  gunnery  gunfire  gunboat) 

19. _____ = extramarital sex that willfully and maliciously interferes with marriage relations (adulteration  adultery  adulthood  coitus  copulation) 

20. _____ = the period of time in your life after your physical growth has stopped and you are fully developed (adulteration  adultery  adulthood  developed  developer) 

Exercise 7. Match the following words with their definitions:

Example: _____ = ability or necessity to answer for or be responsible for one's conduct (key = responsibility)

adultery adulthood authorship gunnery gunship kingdom kinship martyrdom motherhood princedom professorship salesmanship seamanship snobbery sportsmanship statesmanship warship widowhood wine rack womanhood

1._____   = wisdom in the management of public affairs

2. _____  = a government ship that is available for waging war, combat ship

3. _____ = the act of creating written works

4._____  = the time of a woman's life when she is a widow, the state of being a widow who has not remarried

5. _____  = fairness in following the rules of the game

6._______  = death because of the person's religious faith or political belief

7._______  = the trait of condescending to those of lower social status

8._____  = skill in sailing

9._____  = the state of being a woman; womanly qualities

10._____  = the position of professor

11.______  = the kinship relation between an offspring and the mother, maternity

12._____  = territory ruled by a prince, the dignity or rank or position of a prince

13._______  = skill in selling; skill in persuading people to buy

14.______ = a wooden or metal frame used to store bottles of wine

15. ______ = a country with a king as head of state

16.______  = state of relatedness or connection by blood or marriage or adoption

17._____  = combat helicopter

18._____  = guns collectively

19.  
  = extramarital sex that willfully and maliciously interferes with marriage relations

20.______  = the period of time in your life after your physical growth has stopped and you are fully developed

Exercise 8.Fill in the right prefix which is a number:
Example: Nobody expected that Poland would get into the _____finals. If they beat Germany, they will be European champions (key = semi)

1.   A medieval ________ ptych hung above the altar.

2.  All my handkerchiefs and towels are embroidered with _________grams in the corners.

3.  Britain is increasingly a _____________cultural society.

4.  Crime is a ___________dimensional problem.

5.  He has just published a __________ graph on Beethoven's symphonies.

6.  I left the car in the ________-storey car park.

7.  I love a man in _______ form!

8.  I was amazed when my doctor told me I was going to have ________ plets.

 9. In court, he admitted that he had committed _______ gamy.

10.  Pigs are _________ vorous animals.

11.  Seven countries are taking part in the ________lateral talks.

12.  She works as a ______lingual secretary for an insurance company.

13.  The party leader has actually declared her support for _______lateral nuclear disarmament.

14.  The shape of post-war Europe was decided in 1945 by the Allied ________umvirate of Churchill, Truman and Stalin.

15. The Star Wars movie _________logy has been stunningly remastered.

16.  The UN has sent a __________national peace-keeping force.

17.  The word 'internationalism' is __________syllabic.

18.  These T-shirts are made of 55% polyester, 45% cotton in ________sex sizes.
Exercise9. Complete the given stems with the prefix which means the same as the word in brackets:

Example: He has a _____phobia (water). The doctors can do nothing about it. (key = aqua)

1.  Two young men dressed in the _________present (all) coarse brown cloth.

2.  TV is a good partner and _________factor (good), but a dangerous master.

3.  This Chinese herbal remedy for ________atitis (skin) seems to work better than western drugs.

4. There appears to be a _________function (abnormal, ill) in the patient's respiratory system.

5. Their way of life would be much simpler, in a ________biosis (with, together) with other species.

6.  The minister accused his opponent of being a ________ -communist (concealed).

8. The government has authorised the army to sell its _______plus (over, above) weapons.

9.  The books 'Alice in Wonderland' is a classic example of  _________ omorphism (people).

10.  
 Scientific ________ ology (people) studies the origins and social relationships of human beings.

11. My brother had always been interested in _________physics (star, space). So it was no surprise to me when I heard he went to study it at university.

12.  In this current cold spell, many old people are dying needlessly of _____________thermia (below, lower).

13. In some countries, police and fire officers have ________military (similar) training.

14. I'm sure my university days seem happier in ____spect (backwards) than they really were.

15. A _________charge (over, above) may be made for deliveries outside normal hours.

Exercise10. Complete the given stems with the prefix which means the same as the word in brackets:
1. _________ 
atologist (skin) = a doctor who studies and treats skin diseases

2. _________ 
 -god (half) = a person who is partially mortal and partially god

3.  _______
atology (blood) = the scientific study of blood and the body tissues

4. _________ 
bar (equal, identical) = a line drawn on a weather map joining all the places which have the same air pressure

5.  _________spect (backwards) = thinking now about something in the past

6. _________
charge (over, above) = a charge in addition to the usual amount paid for something

7.  ________atitis (skin) = a disease in which the skin is red and painful

8. _______ophilia (blood) = a rare blood disease in which blood continues to flow after a cut or other injury

9.________tope (equal, identical) = a form of an atom which has a different atomic weight from other forms of the same atom but the same atomic number

10.__________
 -professional (similar) = a trained worker who is not a member of a profession but who assists a professional

11. _________nox (equal) = either of the two occasions in the year when day and night are of equal length and the sun is directly above at the equator

12._____________plus (over, above) = an amount which is more than is needed

13.__________
ology (sound) = the study of sounds in a particular language or in languages generally

14.___________cracy (god) = the belief in government by divine guidance, a country that is ruled by religious leaders

15.___________psychiatry (nerve) = the branch of medicine dealing with mental disorders of the nervous system

16.  
biology (nerve) = the branch of biology that deals with the anatomy of the nervous system

Exercise11. Complete the sentences below with one of the following compound nouns:

print-out     setback    hold-up    getaway    check-outs 

break-out   break-in   break-up  takeover    takeaway 

take-off      check-in

1. Since the ……….. we have had all our locks changed. 2. The recent crime figures are a major ……… for law and order. 3. There was a 
 on the motorway this morning. 4. The thieves made their
……….through a downstairs window. 5. Why can't they have more……….open so customers don't have to wait? 6. There was a mass………….last night from Winston prison. 7. The 
 will have serious consequence for the children. 8. Iraq's attempted……………of Kuwait led to American intervention. 9. Let's have a………….tonight - I can't be bothered to cook. 10. What time's ……….? It says 19.10 on the ticket. I don't want to miss my flight. 11. I'd give you a…………… of John's e-mail message, but my printer's out of order. 12. Let's take these suitcases to the………..and then we can go through passport control.

CLASSIFICATION OF NOUNS 
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Semantic classification of nouns is shown in the following 
table:
PROPER NOUNS
Proper nouns are names of specific people (Shakespeare), places (Milwaukee), countries (Australia), months (September), days (Thursday), holidays (New Year's Day), magazines (Vogue), and so forth. Proper nouns are written with initial capital letters. The following list exemplifies the main classes of proper nouns: 

Personal names (with or without titles)
Calendar items:

(a) Festivals

(b) Months and days of the week 

Geographical names: 

(a) Continents

(b) Countries, counties, states, etc.

(c) Cities, towns, etc.

(d) Lakes

(e) Mountains

Name+ common noun

Proper nouns used without articles 
Personal names with or without appositive titles: 

Dr. Watson

Lady Bracknell

President Lincoln
Colonel Jackson

Mr and Mrs Johnson 
Judge Darling (mainly Am.E) 

Note the following exceptions: 

the Emperor (Napoleon) 

The Duke (of Wellington) 

(the) Tsar (Peter I) 

The article may also precede some other titles, including Lord and Lady in formal use. Family relations with unique reference behave like proper nouns:
Father (Daddy, Dad, familiar) is here. 

Mother (Mummy, Mum, familiar) is out. 

Uncle will come on Saturday. 

Compare: The father was the tallest in the family.

Calendar items

(a) Names of festivals:

New Year's Day
Independence Day

Boxing Day

Memorial Day

(b) Names of the months and the days of the week:

January, February...
Monday, Tuesday...

Note

Many such items can readily be used as count nouns: 

I hate Mondays.

There was an April in my childhood I well remember.

Geographical names

(a) Names of continents:

(North) America
(Medieval) Europe

(Central) Australia
(East) Africa

Note

Antarctica but the Antarctic, like the Arctic.

(b) Names of countries, counties, states, etc. (normally no article with premodifying adjective):

(modern) Brazil

(industrial) Staffordshire

(western) Scotland
(northern) Arkansas

Note

Argentina but the Argentine, the Ruhr, the Saar, the Sahara, the Crimea, (the) Lebanon, the Midwest; the Everglades (and other plural names)

c) Cities and towns (normally no article with premodifying word): 
(downtown) Boston       (ancient) Rome           (suburban) London
Note

The Hague, the Bronx; the City, the West End, the East End (of London).

(d) Lakes

Lake Windermere
Silver Lake

(e) Mountains

Mount Everest
Vesuvius

Note
the Mount of Olives
Name + common noun

Name + common noun denoting buildings, streets, bridges, etc. There is a regular accentuation pattern as in Hampstead HEATH, except that names ending in Street have the converse: LAMB Street.

Madison Avenue 
Westminster Bridge 
Kennedy Airport Park Lane

Westminster Abbey 
Oxford Street

Portland Place 

Greenwich Village 

Note

the Albert Hall, the Mansion House; the Haymarket, the Strand, the Mall (street names in London); the Merrit Parkway, the Pennsylvania Turnpike; (the) London Road as a proper name but only the London road to denote "the road leading to London". 

Note

Names of universities where the first part is a place-name can usually have two forms: the University of London (which is the official name) and London University. Universities named after a person have only the latter form: e.g. Yale University, Brown University.

Proper nouns used with the indefinite article 
The following classes of proper nouns are used with the definite article:

(a) Plural names 

the Netherlands

the Midlands

the Hebrides, the Shetlands, the Bahamas 

the Himalayas, the Alps, the Rockies, the Pyrenees 

So also, more generally, the names of woods, families, etc.: 

the Wilsons (= the Wilson family).

(b) Geographical names

Rivers: the Avon, the Danube, the Euphrates

Seas: the Pacific (Ocean), the Baltic, the Mediterranean
Canals: the Panama (Canal), the Erie Canal
(c) Public institutions, facilities, etc

Hotels and restaurants: the Grand (Hotel), the Savoy, the Hilton Theatres, cinemas, clubs, etc.: the Globe, the Athenaeum Museums, libraries, etc.: the Tate, the British Museum, the Huntingdon 

Note 
Drury Lane, Covent Garden.
(d) Newspapers: the Economist, the New York Times, the Observer

After genitives and possessives the article is dropped: today's New York Times.

Note 
Magazines and periodicals normally have the zero article: Language, Life, Time, Punch, New Scientist.

COMMON NOUNS

Common nouns are subdivided into: abstract nouns and concrete nouns.
Concrete nouns in their turn fall under the following divisions:

a) class-nouns indicating things belonging to a ‘class’, such as a man, a girl, a book, a chair;
b) names of materials which do not express separate things but the whole mass of matter: iron, snow, air.

Abstract nouns are often the names of actions, states or qualities formed from corresponding verbs and adjectives: conversation, reading, love, kindness, strength. To the class of abstract nouns belong also nouns which are not derived from adjectives or verbs: time, summer, thunder, day, night, etc.

Note

Abstract nouns may turn into concrete nouns when they represent concrete objects; beauty (красота) - a beauty (красавица); youth (юность) - a youth (юноша).

Abstract and concrete are terms used to show the difference between ideas that exist only in the mind (abstract) from things that can be touched, tasted, smelled, heard, or seen (concrete). Concrete things are tangible, that is they are directly perceived by the senses. Abstractions are intangible; they cannot be directly perceived by the senses. Clear writing develops ideas that are abstract by suggesting concrete examples:
an abstract idea
a concrete example

friendship

what my friend Ed does to help me

beauty


Miss Universe

a Ferrari 
a rainbow

Michelangelo's sculpture David 
the Alps

education

my experience in the first grade

motherhood

how my mother helps me

If an idea is more general, it is on a higher level of abstraction. If it is more specific, it is on a lower level of abstraction.

Levels of abstraction

higher ______________________________________lower

beauty 

beauty 
in nature 
mountains
the Alps
the Matterhorn 

family

my family 
my parents
my mother
Collective nouns
Collective nouns are special nouns that stand for a group of people, animals, birds, or insects. Collective nouns take singular or plural verbs depending on whether the group acts as a unit (singular) or as separate individuals (plural). Some collective nouns for people are: 

army

choir
  congregation

staff

audience
chorus
  group


team

band

clan
  orchestra

troop

brigade
class
  patrol


youth

When the subject of a sentence is such a collective noun in the form of the singular, the predicate verb may be either in the singular or in the plural. The verb is singular if the collective denoted by the noun is taken as a whole unit. The verb is plural if the persons (or things) that form the collective are considered separately: 

Our team is winning the game - (unit) /singular noun, singular verb. The team have found jobs for the summer in different places, so they will not be able to practice together again until fall - (individuals) /singular noun, plural verb. The members of the team are playing in the tournament next week - /plural noun, plural verb. Other examples: 

My family is small. The crew consists of two hundred sailors. The party was now complete except for two people. My family are early risers. The party were expected to arrive on Thursday afternoon. How are your family?
Collective nouns fall under the following divisions:

a) Collective nouns which have both numbers: singular and plural: a family, a crew; plural: families, crews. My family is small. The two families were close neighbors;
b) Collective nouns (names of multitude) such as cattle,   poultry, police, clergy, which are always used as plurals (without the s-inflection): The poultry are in the yard. "You have cattle?" "There they are," she said pointing with the switch, "...they are the best cattle in the fair". 
Note

The noun people in the meaning of "люди" is always plural (a name of multitude). For example: 
In the evening some people came to supper; a writer and two painters with their wives. They were still wandering up and down, with fewer people about them. 
The noun people in the meaning of "народ" has both numbers (a people - народ, peoples - народи). For example: 
"The Declaration of Rights of the Peoples of Ukraine" laid down as a law the rights of the peoples of Ukraine to unhampered development and complete equality. Long live the friendship of all the peoples of our country. Defense of peace is the cause of all peoples of the world. The French are a Romantic people.

British usage and U.S. usage do not always agree. For example, in British usage, government may be thought of as the people who rule or as an institution. In U.S. usage, government is thought of as an institution. British: 
The government are resigning (members of the government). British and U.S. usage: The government is losing control of the situation, (institution). 
c) Collective nouns, such as foliage, leafage, linen, money, youth (молодежь), etc., which are always used in the singular. For example: 
Her little bit of crockery was ranged on the mantelpiece. "Yes", said the child ... "what is money?". The air here had a sweetish, earthy odour of too rank foliage.
d) Collective nouns which are used only in the plural such as goods, belongings, sweepings, tidings, clothes : 
A small closet contained his clothes. I saw some goods behind the cart.
EXERCISES

Exercise1. Point out the nouns and define the class each belongs to.
1. Don't forget, Pettinger, Europe is still the heart of the world, and Germany the heart of Europe. 2. Pursuing his inquiries, Clennam found that the Gowan family were a very distant ramification of the Barnacles... 3. His face was sick with pain and rage. 4. He drank coffee, letting the warmth go through his cold, tired body. 5. But there is only one place I met with the brotherhood of man, and it was in the Communist Party. 6. The mysteries of storm and the rain and tide were revealed. 7. Abramovich
ran and returned with a glass full of water. 8. By this time, quite a small crowd had collected, and people were asking each other what was the matter. 9. There were several small losses: a spoon used for the baby's feeding, a pair of scissors. 10. He was a professor of physics. 11. He marched at the head of the delegation. 12. "I have some luggage," he said, "at the Brumblehurst station", and he asked her how he could have it. 13. He had not felt his normal shyness with Lanny. 14. The crowd laughed and moved, pushing every way and everybody. 15. De Witt fished through his pockets, found his eyeglasses, carefully slipped them out of their case... 16. A stone caught her hill. 17. George suggested meat and fruit pies, cold meat, tomatoes, fruit and green stuff. 18. The silver-coloured carpet felt wonderfully soft beneath his feet, the furniture was of a golden wood. 19. The major seemed to be looking out at the sky. 20. His heart danced crazily for a moment, then became normal again. 21. The bourgeoisie is cowardly. 22. It had become very dark, the moon was behind a silver-fringed cloud... 23. "It's not Sunday, tomorrow," said Karg. 24. He looked down at his audience. 25. His hair was grey and he was short and fat.

Exercise2. Define the class the nouns in the following sentences belong to.
1. In the column there were carts loaded with household goods. 2. “Why is it assumed that people forget all moments but the last?” said Daniel. 3. I’d never recommend a gentle​man to dye his hair. It seems unnatural somehow. 4. Ray​mond Parker was a foreman at the motor works, and was on the management committee. 5. My money was wet but all right. I counted it. 6. A man had come up to their camp and threatened to haul them in for shooting too many deer. 7. They hoped for one of the new houses on a building site on the outskirts of the town. 8. The information that the super​intendent gathered was entirely favourable. 9. The B-17 flies with a five-man against our nine. 10. The police have made up their minds, or practically so. 11. Here were all species of female and one species of male hat. 12. Certainly, the hotel was facing a financial crisis. 13. The tongs made a pleasant clicking sound. 14. Once upon a time nothing but herds of oxen went through here on their way from Normandy. 15. Soames felt that if he had not known the contents of Timothy’s will, he might have stayed away himself through delicacy. 16. Is this house your headquarters? 17. Esther swallowed porridge in silence, feeling quite cold and choked with misery, all because Miss Usher had told her on the way down to breakfast that she would be singing Nicola’s solos.
18. The wines and liqueurs and champagnes of New Orleans were new and exhilarating to her. 19.1 thought that amongst those surroundings with their recollections of his boyhood Dirk Stroeve would forget his unhappiness.

Exercise3. State whether nouns in bold type are proper or common.
1. You can’t buy a Cadillac for the same price as a Ford. 2. The next day I came across Cramer still trying to locate the trouble with the Mercedes. 3. The old Ford groaned as Tom shifted in into the second gear. 4. Do the police have any idea yet they’re looking for a Jaguar? 5.1 have a fear of handling guns, and so it was an effort for me to examine the Browning. 6. To the right and left guns spoke, here a short gun, a Colt or a Smith and Wesson. 7. In Paris, the baron finished reading the first column in the European edition of the “New York Times” and pushed it across the breakfast table to Caroline. 8. He thrust the newspaper aside and snatched up the “Sunday Mail”. 9. You have a drawer for yourself where you put your own stuff, such as sandwiches, the “Manchester Guardian”, the “Daily Mirror”. 10. He stood on the corner of First Avenue looking for a taxi. 11. Who knows, you might become the next Pavlova. — What’s that? — She was a great dancer. 12. Perhaps it would have been pos​sible to see in him a new Prometheus. 13. There, that’s the best picture in the Louvre. It’s exactly like a Manet. 14. You stop at a Marks and Spencer and buy me a dry outfit. 15. The public-houses were friendly and informal. The names they bore were usual and familiar: The Jolly Sailor, The Merry Ploughman, The Crown and Anchor, The Red Lion.
Exercise4. State whether the nouns in bold type are proper or common.
1. By the time the clock on the tower struck midnight the streets of the city were almost deserted. 2. The group of ancient fortified buildings, collectively called the Tower, is of the grea​test historical interest. It is situated not far from the City. 3. Don't you know the picture? It's a Kramskoy. 4. Young Jolyon, his wife, his two children, and his dog Balthazar, were all out there under a pear-tree. 5. The Van Dyke we spoke about is in the Hermitage. 6. History has dealt with Hitler; history will deal with all would be Hitlers. 7. The "Albatross" dropped anchor at a small port to get a new supply of fresh water. 8. The albatross is a large sea-bird. 9. The snow-covered summit was glistening in the rays of the rising sun. 10. There was a town, down there, as flat as a flannel-cake, and called Summit, of course.

Exercise5. State whether the nouns in bold type denote countable or uncountable objects. Translate the sentences into Ukrainian and compare the number in Ukrainian and English.
1. The box is made of iron and has a tricky lock. 2. The fever within her was like a hot-red iron pressing upon her breast. 3. Montanelli
took the hand and examined it closely. "Have they put irons on a fresh wound?" 4. There was a moon, but it was still low in the sky. It gave sufficient light for Victoria. 5. He saw a light in one window on the ground floor. 6. "Will you do me a favor?" "With pleasure". 7. A pleasure to give a good wine to a young woman who looked so well, who knew how to dress, with charming manners, quite distinguished - a pleasure to entertain her. 8. The thought of her was like champagne itself! 9. The book gives much food for thought. 10. Health is a priceless possession. 11. Of all prosperity their respective healths naturally concerned them (the Forsytes) most. 12. The boys stood on the bank throwing stones into the river. 13. When I think of this my heart turns to stone. 14. He (James) stretched out His hand to meet that of a dapper clean​ shaven man, with hardly a hair on his head. 15. Her hair has gone quite grey. 16. When the dynamite explodes in the water the fish are killed. It is forbidden. 17. I prefer fish for supper. 18. All the water rushed out and the reeds were full of fishes flopping around in them

Exercise6. State whether the nouns in bold type are countable or uncountable.
1. Mrs. Elsing was a thin, frail woman, who had been a beauty. 2. What I have said, he began again, refers to beauty in the wider sense of the word. 3. Clutton gave a long dis​course on the subject that beauty is put into things by paint​ers and poets. They create beauty. 4. She was not a beauty, in the sense that several women in this room were beauties; she had none of the remoteness that beauty needs. 5. Herbert looked at the youths, remembered their fathers. 6. Youth, unfortunately, cures itself. 7. Give those articles to Mr Tom like a most noble youth. 8. You’re a pretty little thing and young. Youth is so beautiful. 9. The coals fell suddenly, leav​ing a bright hollow in which the sparks stood still as fire​flies. He leaned across to throw on coal. 10. His eyes glowed redly like twin coals. 11. She sat on a stone. A lizard slid swiftly between her feet and disappeared among the grasses. 12. Julia looked at the pretty, clever face, with the powdered hair, and wondered whether the stones that framed the little picture were diamonds or only paste. 13. He looked as if he had turned to stone. 14. When those three came in she was sitting before a red lacquer tea-table, finishing a very good tea. She always had tea brought in rather early, so that she could have a good quiet preliminary “tuck in” all by herself, because she was not quite twenty-one and this was her hour for remembering her youth. 15. The sandwiches came and I ate three and drank a couple more martinis.
Exercise7. State whether the nouns in bold type are collective nouns or nouns of multitude.
1. My family is now in the country. 2. It was eleven o'clock before the family were all in bed. 3. Then one by one the worn out crew were helped on board. 4. The crew of the ship consists of twenty seamen including the captain and his mate. 5. No one had seen him since and the police were searching for him. 6. The band were changed, and in the gallery already. 7. And Stilleveld, in company with the many other places like it had also been the birthplace of a new people. A people who were neither white or black. 8. Hundreds of people from different parts of the world came to celebrate the 50-th anniversary of the Great October Revolution. 9. All the peoples throughout the world are anxious for the immediate prohibition of weapons of mass destruction.

COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

Common nouns can be classified into nouns denoting objects that can be counted and those that cannot. Countable and uncountable refer to different kinds of nouns Countable nouns are sometimes called count nouns. Uncountable nouns are sometimes called non-count or mass nouns. Nouns denoting   individual   countable   entities   and   behaving   like bottle/bottles, a word / words, a chair/chairs... must be viewed as count nouns.  Those conforming like furniture, grass, warmth, humor...  must by contrast be seen as an undifferentiated mass or
continuum and are called non-count nouns.

	Countable nouns       versus 
	Uncountable nouns

	Have singular and plural forms
	Have only one form



	Take singular or plural verbs according to their use as singular or plural


	Take singular verbs



	Can have a, an or one before them as modifier in the singular


	Cannot have a, an or one before them as modifier

	Can have many, few or a few before them as modifier in the plural


	Cannot have many, few or a few before them as modifier 

	Can have some before them as modifier only in the plural


	Can have some before them as modifier

	Can have number of before them only in the plural
	Can have amount of before them 


Certain kinds of nouns are usually countable:
1. Names of persons, animals, plants, insects and the like, and their parts:

	Parts
	Persons
	Animals
	Plants
	insects

	an ankle
	a boy
	a cat
	a cactus
	an ant

	a bone
	a girl
	a dog
	a bush
	a butterfly

	a face
	a man
	a horse
	a flower
	a caterpillar

	a head
	a student
	a mouse
	an oak
	a fly

	a nose
	a teacher
	a tiger
	a potato
	a mite

	an ear
	a wife
	a wolf
	a rose
	a tick

	a wing
	a woman
	a zebra
	a tree
	a wasp



2. Objects with a definite shape:

a ball
     a car    a house
a street 
 a typewriter

a building  a door a mountain     a tent
  
 an umbrella

3. Units of measurement (for length, area, weight, volume, temperature, pressure, speed, and so on) and words of classifications: 

a gram
  a meter       an inch
 a pound 

a piece   a type          a part          an item

4. Classifications in society:

a family
a country      a clan
     a state

a tribe
            a city            a language      a word 

a phrase

5. Some abstract words:

an idea 

a hindrance 

a help

a taboo 

a scheme 

a rest

a plan 

            a nuisance 

an invention 

Certain kinds of nouns are usually uncountable:

1. Names of substances and materials: 

food

materials and metals

natural qualities

bread


copper 


lightness

chocolate

cotton 


darkness

spaghetti

iron 


dullness

spinach

rayon 


luminescence

butter


steel 


adolescence   

2. Names of liquids, gases, and substances made of many small particles: 
liquids
gases
grains and other

solids made of particles

coffee
air
barley

milk
smoke
popcorn

oil
oxygen
rice
3.  Names of languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, Spanish

         4. Most -ing forms. Exceptions include building, feeling, dealing, wedding, and helping when it means a portion of food; a saving is an economy, but savings is an amount of money; furnishings is always plural:
camping
hiking
parking
studying

clothing
learning
shopping
trying

dancing
lightning
smoking
waiting

       5. Many abstract nouns, e.g. accommodation, advice, anger, applause, assistance, behaviour, business, chaos, countryside, courage, damage, dirt, education, evidence, housework, homework, information, intelligence, knowledge, luck, music, news, peace, progress, seaside, traffic, trouble, truth, wealth, work, including words in -ness, -ance, - ence, and –ity: equality, importance, plenty, selfishness, happiness, ignorance, sanity, verbosity.
         6.  Subjects of study: Chemistry, Economics, History, Literature, Mathematics, Physics, Psychology
         7.  Games: baseball, billiard, chess, football, golf, rugby, hockey, tennis
         8. Diseases: flu, measles, mumps
         9. Natural phenomena: darkness, gravity, hail, heat, humidity, lightning, rain, snow, sunshine, thunder, weather, wind.
          10. Collective nouns: baggage, crockery, cutlery, furniture, jewelry, luggage, machinery, money, rubbish, stationery 

Below is a list of the most widespread common nouns which are uncountable in English. In some cases, there is a singular or plural use when we refer to a particular variety or example:

	absence
	advice
	age
	agriculture

	anger
	applause
	atmosphere
	baggage

	beauty
	behaviour
	bread
	cash

	childhood
	China
	comfort
	chess

	company
	chaos
	concern
	conduct

	confidence
	countryside
	courage
	crockery

	damage
	death
	democracy
	depression

	design
	dirt
	duty
	Earth

	education
	electricity
	energy
	    environment

	equipment
	evil
	evidence
	existence

	experience
	failure
	faith
	fear

	flesh
	food
	freedom
	fruit

	fun
	furniture
	ground
	gossip

	growth
	fair
	happiness
	health

	felp
	fomework
	ice
	industry

	information
	intelligence
	justice
	knowledge

	leisure
	love
	luck
	luggage

	lightning
	machinery
	means
	money

	mud
	music
	nature
	news

	nonsense
	paper
	peace
	permission

	poverty
	pride
	publicity
	progress

	rain
	reality
	research
	rubbish

	seaside
	spaghetti
	safety
	stuff

	traffic
	thunder
	training
	transport

	travel
	violence
	weather
	work


Many nouns have both countable and uncountable uses with some difference of meaning:
1. Some concrete nouns are countable when they refer to something separate and individual, but uncountable when they refer to a type of material or substance: 

 COUNT 
They had a nice carpet in the living-room. The protesters threw stones at the police.

NON-COUNT We bought ten square metres of carpet. The statue is made of stone. 

2. Animals, vegetables and fruit are uncountable when we cut or divide them.

COUNT 

buy a (whole) chicken 

peel some potatoes 

pick three tomatoes
NON-COUNT 

put some chicken in the sandwiches

eat some potato

a pizza with tomato 

3. These nouns can be countable or uncountable with different  meanings:

COUNT 

a glass of water 

a daily paper 
an ice (= ice-cream) 

a girl in a red dress 

a property (= building)

NON-COUNT 

some glass for the window 

some writing paper 
ice on the road 

wearing evening dress 

some property (=what someone owns) 

4. The countable noun often refers to a specific example, and the uncountable noun often refers to an action or idea in general: 

COUNT 

a drawing/painting (=a picture) 

I heard a noise 

an interesting conversation 

a short war 

Tennis is a sport.

He led a good life.

NON-COUNT 

good at drawing/painting 

constant traffic noise 
the art of conversation 

the horrors of war 

There's always sport on television. 

Life isn't fair. 

5. Nouns which describe feelings are usually uncountable, e. g. fear, hope. But some can be countable, especially for feelings about something specific: a fear of dogs, hopes for the future, doubts about the wisdom of the decision, an intense dislike of quiz shows.

Pity, shame, wonder, relief pleasure and delight are singular as complement: 

It seemed a pity to break up the party. Thanks very much - It is a pleasure.

6. When ordering food or drinking or talking about portions, we can use countable nouns:
I'll have a lager (= a glass of lager) Three coffees, please (= three cups of coffee) Two sugars (= two spoonfuls of sugar). Some nouns can be countable with the meaning 'kind(s) of...' These lagers are all the same (=kinds of lager). There are lots of different grasses (=kinds of grass).

        7. The names of illnesses are usually uncountable in English, including those ending in –s:
If you've already had measles, you can't get it again. There is a lot of flu around at the moment.

The words of some minor ailments are countable: a cold, a sore throat, a headache. However, toothache, earache, stomach-ache, backache are more often uncountable in British English. In American English, these words are generally countable if they refer to particular attacks of pain. Compare: 

Love isn't as bad as toothache (GB). 

Love isn't as bad as a toothache (US).
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a headache

To have
             toothache (AmE a toothache) 

stomachache (AmE a stomachache) 

backache (AmE a backache) 

earache (AmE an earache ) 

a pain in the back, in the knee, etc. 

heart trouble, 

liver trouble 

a high blood pressure 

a cold a cough 

a heart attack 

a sore throat

Note
The noun   headache is used figuratively denoting deep sorrow or grief.

Here is the list of the nouns that can be both countable and uncountable in English:
COUNT                                                             NON-COUNT

an activity, activities                                          activity

an agreement, agreements                                 agreement

an art, arts (a method of doing smth)                art

a beauty, beauties                                             beauty

a bone, bones (piece or pieces)                        bone (substance)
a brick, bricks                                                   brick (substance)
a business, businesses (a particular
business (activity)
activity, company) 

a cake, cakes                                                     cake (substance)
a chocolate, chocolates                                    chocolate (substance)
a cloth, cloths                                                            cloth (substance)
a decision, decisions                                                 decision
a duty, duties                                                             duty
an experience, experiences (an event)                      experience
a fire, fires (one or more examples)                          fire (substance)
a glass, glasses (for liquid)                                       glass (substance)
a hair, hairs                                                               hair
an honour, honours (act or acts of respect)              honor (abstract)
a hope, hopes                                                             hope
an ice (ice-cream)                                                      ice
an iron, irons (for pressing cloth)                             iron (substance)
a kindness (a good deed or deeds)                            kindness (abstract)
a language, languages                                              language (activity)
a light, lights                                                             light (substance)
a material, materials                                                material
a noise, noises (one or more sounds)                       noise
a pain, pains (one or more feelings)                         pain (collective)
a paper, papers                                                         paper (substance)
a pity (smth. unfortunate)                                         pity (emotion)
a property, properties (a building)                          property
a space, spaces (empty place or places)                  space
a stone, stones                                                          stone (substance)
a success, successes (a person or event)                 success 
a time, times                                                            time (collective)
a tin, tins                                                                 tin (a metal)
a trade, trades (a skill, an exchange)                            trade (business)
a war, wars                                                                    war (activity)
a work, works (of art or an author)                               work
a worry, worries (one or more instances)                     worry (activity)
QUANTIFIERS WITH COUNTABLE AND UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS 
There are two small groups of closed-system quantifiers:

· many, (a) few  and several co-occur only with plural count nouns: The few words he spoke were well chosen;
· much and (a) little co-occur only with non-count nouns: 

There hasn't been much good weather recently. In case of few and little there is a positive/negative contrast according as the indefinite article is or is not used: He took a few biscuits (= several). He took few biscuits (= not many) He took a little butter (= some). He took little butter (= not much).
There is also a large open class of phrasal quantifiers. Some can co-occur equally with non-count and plural count nouns: 

The room contained plenty of students 

The room contained a lot of students 

The room contained lots of students 

The room contained plenty of furniture 

The room contained a lot of furniture 

The room contained lots of furniture

These (especially lots) are chiefly used informally, though plenty of is stylistically neutral in the sense 'sufficient'. Others are restricted to occurring with non-count nouns:

The room contained
a great deal of money

The room contained
a good deal of money

The room contained
a large quantity of money

The room contained
a large amount of money

The room contained
a small quantity of money

The room contained
a small amount of money

or to plural count nouns:

The room contained                   a great number of students

The room contained                   a large number of students

The room contained                   a good number of students

As this examples suggest, it is usual to find the indefinite article and a quantifying adjective, the latter being obligatory in Standard English with deal.

The phrasal quantifiers provide countability on non-count nouns as the following partitive expressions illustrated:

two pieces of news

General partitive
- 
a bit of information

- 
an item of furniture

- 
a slice of cake

- 
a roast of meat 

Typical partitives:
- 
a few loaves of bread

-
a bowl of soup

-
a bottle of wine

-
a pint of beer 

Measures: 

- 
a spoonful of medicine

-
a pound o/butter

Here is the list of some common words which are usually uncountable in English and have corresponding countable expressions:  
Uncountable

Countable expression
accommodation

a place to live ( not an accommodation)

advice


a piece of advice (not an advice )

baggage

a piece of baggage; a case/ trunk/ bag

bread


a piece of bread; a loaf; a roll

chess


a game of chess

chewing gum

a piece of chewing gum

equipment

a piece of equipment, a tool etc.

furniture

a piece/ article of furniture

grass


a blade of grass

information

a piece of information

knowledge

a fact

lightning

a flash of lightning

luck


a bit/stroke of luck

luggage

a piece of luggage; a case, a trunk, a bag

money


a note, a coin, a sum

news


a piece of news

poetry


a poem

progress

a step forward

publicity

an advertisement

research
             a piece of research

rubbish


a piece of rubbish

spaghetti

a piece of spaghetti

thunder


a clap of thunder

travel


a journey/trip

work


a job; a piece of work

Remember the following quantifiers that go with uncountable nouns:

a piece of cake 

a slice of bread 

a speck of dust 

a piece of paper 

a chunk of stone 

a chunk of meat 

a lump of coal 

a clod of earth 

a block of wood

a rasher of bacon 

a pinch of salt 

a shred of cloth 

a sliver of glass 

a drop of wine 

a squeeze of lemon
a square of chocolate 

a bar of chocolate

an amount of pleasure 

five pounds of sugar 

a flake of snow 

a piece of wood 

a chunk of wood 

a hunk of bread 

a lump of earth 

a wad of cotton 

a slab of stone

a segment of orange 

a scrap of paper 

a scrap of cloth 

a drop of water 

a dash of soda 

a crumb of bread 

a bottle of milk 

a yard of cloth 

a piece of bread 

a piece of clay 

a chunk of bread 

a hunk of meat 

a lump of clay 

a block of stone 

a slab of cake 

a bar of soap 

a grain of salt 

a shred of paper 

a splinter of glass 

a drop of oil 

a word of advice 

a dollop of sour cream 

a blob of glue / cream / paint

Some quantifiers of collective nouns for animals, birds, and insects are: a heard of cattle, sheep, goats, a hive of bees, a flock of birds, chickens,  a swarm of ants, bees, flies.
EXERCISES

Exercise1. Divide these into uncountable and countable.
Book, cup, dust, flour, flower, happiness, knowledge, love, meat, mountain, music, oil, piano, rain, river, snow, song, table, wall.

Exercise2. State the number of the nouns in bold type and give the corresponding singular or plural, if any.
A. 1. The doctor told him not to read without glasses. 2. Women who write anonymous letters to themselves are such a common phenomenon that the police are sure to jump to that solution. 3. You’re not to leave the state unless we give you permission. 4. Once she got an offer, but the wages were only fourteen shillings a week. 5. It gave him a thrill to realize that Julia had genius. 6. The Japanese are a wonder​ful people, fond of dancing and light wines. 7. There was no piano, partly because pianos were too uncompromisingly ac​cidental, and partly because it would have taken up much room. 8. His clothes were work of art — of exquisite cut. 9. Gavin walked out of the room and towards the stairs.10.There was scarcely a white hair on her head and her eyes, as black and shining as buttons, sparkled with fun. 11. From the pig-run came the quick hard patter of hoofs, a castanet sound. 12. One of the stewardesses, her lips moving silently, was making a count of heads. 13. Do you ski? — Used to. But I haven’t any skis now! 14. It gave the impression of shameful slum conditions, in spite of the television antennae at practically every roof. 15. She evidently remembered Jo​seph and his brethren. 16. Alice was one of those actresses who were quite sure of themselves from the first rehearsal.17. Are you going to pay me damages? — Alas, where have you been damaged? 18. Love can never make us forget that we are brothers-in-arms, can it?

Exercise3. Fill in each space in the following sentences with an appropriate form of a countable or uncountable noun.
1. I need some 
 about buying a house. I've never bought one before. 2. This type of bear has been declared an endangered……………… 3. You should eat fresh……….. such as oranges every day. 4. 'Beverly Hills 90210' is a TV…………….. about young people in  America. 5. She got 
 to leave class early because she wasn't feeling well. 6. Jane has long blond……… 
 that comes down to her shoulders. 

Exercise4. Explain the difference between the following pairs of words.
1.
glass - a glass

10.
language - a language

2.
paper - a paper

11.
tin - a tin

3.
wood -a wood

12.
study - a study

4.
iron - an iron

13.
light - a light

5.
string- a string

14.
air - an air

6.
coffee - a coffee

15.
duck - a duck

7.
cloth - a cloth

16.
gold - a gold

8.
rubber - a rubber

17.
play - a play .

9.
lamb - a lamb

18.
thought - a thought

Exercise5. Comment on the use of uncountable nouns in bold type.
1. Information rules the world. 2. Newspapers and television don't always provide accurate and reliable information. 3. We hope the information will remain secret. 4. If advice is needed, ask one of our staff. 5. Did you follow the advice I gave you? 6. Jackie needs a piece of practical advice. 7. Good advice can be given, good name cannot be given. 8. We are all hoping for good news. 9. The good news is that he did get an Oscar. 10. They wore boots and galoshes in wet weather. 11. He hopes there's big money in this new business. 12. This machine doesn't give change. Please have the right money ready. 13. Bad money always comes back. 14. The weather proved to be as good as the weatherman had predicted. 15. We all look forward to warmer weather. 16. To recover completely, he must come back to work, but it shouldn't be hard work. 17. Love is an ideal thing; marriage is a real thing, but it is a lottery. 18. Never marry for money, but marry where money is.

Exercise6. Choose the first or the second word in the following sentences.
1. Play/a play and no work will make you lazy. 2. History/a history repeats itself. 3. Grammar/a grammar is taught deeply in this school. 4. My father has French grammar/an old French grammar.5. Faith/ a faith helps people to live. 6. Nature/a nature should be protected against pollution. 7. He was a man who lived for pleasure/ a pleasure. 8. He has nature/a nature like his grandfather's. 9. It was pleasure/a pleasure to talk to you. 10. Can you do me favour/a favour? 11. Get down to business/a business, all of you! 12. Charity/a charity begins at home. 13. You should study law/a law at university. 14. Language/a language is unique to humans. 15. To succeed in life you need will/a will. 16. In her youth she was beauty/a beauty. 17. We are looking for people with experience/an experience. 18. I need study/a study where I can work quietly. 19. They are looking for work/a work at the moment. 20. Speech/ a speech is a manifestation of language.

Exercise7. Comment on the use of the word fruit. 
People eat more fruit now than they used to. 2. The mountain ash has red fruits. 3. The fruits of nature belong to all mankind. 4. Is a tomato a fruit? 5.1 hope your hard work will bear fruit. 6. Forbidden fruit is sweet. 7. Chocolate fruits, Smarties or Kinder Surprises are great favourites with children. 8. Fruit is rich in vitamins and mineral salts. 9. Citric acid is found in many foods and in citrus fruits in particular. 10. Fruits, such as peaches and watermelon, grow well in warm climates. 11. The strawberry is both a delicious and beautiful fruit. 12. What are the local fruits? - Mostly apples and cherries. 13. A fruitarian is a person who eats only fruit. 14. — As the tree, so the fruit. — Yes, that's right. A tree is known by its fruit.
Exercise8. Comment on the use of the word fish.
1. Fish travel long distances in the sea. 2. The tuna fish is among the marathon swimming champions. 3. Most ocean fish (eighty-five percent) live in shallow water. 4. How many species of fish are there? There are about 24.000 known species (fishes). 5. What a beautiful fish! Yes, it's a starfish. 6. How do fish breathe? 7. Different fish live at different levels of water. 8. A group of fishes is called a "school". 9. A flying fish can project itself through the air rather far. Do flying fish really fly? 10. Climbing fish are found in Malasia. 11. What are "barber" fish? They clean off parasites of other fishes. 12. The Atlantic salmon is called the "King of Fish". 13. Fish should be on your menu at least twice a week. 14. Paul has left me again! Take it easy! There are many other fish in the sea. 15. If wishes were fishes, you would need a whole ocean to hold all of mine! Happy Birthday! 16. Fish begins to stink at the head. 17. Timothy is an odd fish. No wonder he got into a pretty kettle of fish. 18. If he were to fall into the pond, he would come out with a fish in his mouth.

Exercise9. Make up exclamatory sentences according to the model.
Good advice. — What good advice!

Good idea. —What a good idea!

1.
terrible weather 
terrible climate

2.
beautiful language 
beautiful suitcase

3.
elegant clothes 

elegant dress

4.
heavy rainfall 

heavy shower

5.
healthy cow

 healthy cattle

6.
awful rubbish 

awful mess

7.
clever people 

clever person

8.
difficult job 

difficult work

9.
fresh bread 

fresh loaf

10.
delicious food 

delicious meal

11.
horrible song 

horrible music

12.
tough beef 

tough steak

Exercise10. Complete these pairs of sentences using the correct form of one of these words. Use a/an where necessary.

beer cod iron experience noise deer work

1.
I saw…………..grazing in the field and took a picture of it. Yesterday, there were ……….. in the field but now they've gone.

2.
Two pieces of
and some chips, please.


The North Sea is full of……………


3.
I'm thirsty. Let's have
in that pub over there.


In Britain, people go to pubs to drink…………., not watch


television.

4.
The huge gate was made of
…………….




John bought himself 
…………..and started ironing his own


clothes.

5.
She's had
with children before and would make a good babysitter.


Moving house is
I'd rather forget.

6.
Hamlet is one of Shakespeare's finest……….



Gareth has been without……….for six months now and jobs


are hard to find.

7.
She'd been working in her room till
…………...disturbed her.


In addition to car fumes,……………can also be a form of


pollution.

Exercise11. Put one word into each gap to express a unit. Sometimes there are several possibilities:
A  _____of meat

A  _____of water (a small amount)

A _____ of celery

 A _____of garlic
A  _____of salt (a tiny amount)

A_____ of soda in my whisky

A_____ of thunder

A_____ of lightning

A _____of dry weather

A _____of wind

A _____of fog

A _____of fresh air

A_____of applause

A_____of fun

A_____of dust

A_____of glass (intact)

A_____of glass (in my finger)

A_____of blood (for analysis)

Exercise12. What nouns can you think of to complete the following phrases? Use your dictionary.
A stroke of   __________________________________
An act    of   __________________________________
A state   of   __________________________________
A round of   __________________________________
A grain  of   __________________________________
A fit of         __________________________________​​
Exercise13. Match a collective noun in column A with an appropriate noun in column B.
	A

	B

	A flock
	Directors

	A swarm
	Wolves

	A herd
	Flowers

	A pack
	Sticks

	A board of
	Lies

	A bunch
	Cattle

	A bundle
	Keys

	A company
	Labourers

	A gang
	Cards

	A ring
	Old clothes

Deer

Sheep

Grapes

Actors

Thieves

Drug pushers

Soldiers

Bees


Exercise14. Match A and B.
                       A


      B

1.  I'd like some ice a cube of ice
a wisp of


2.  Have you got any chocolate?
.
a cube of


3.  Can I have some bread, please?
a splash of 


4.  We need some paper


a box of


5.  Buy me some soap, please

a sip of



6.  Buy me some milk, please

a tube of


7.  We need some jam


a drop of


8.  Have you got any matches? 

a bar of


9.  I've made some tea


a slice of


10. Buy some toothpaste

a pinch of


11. Add a little water

             a sheet of


12. Add a little salt


a jar of


13. I've drunk a little tea

a bar of


14. Add a little soda


a bottle of


15. I can see a little smoke

a pot of


THE CATEGORY OF NUMBER

The English number system comprises singular, which denotes 'one', and plural, which denotes 'more than one'. The singular category includes common non-count nouns and proper nouns. Count nouns are variable, occurring with either singular or plural number, or have invariable plural.
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Invariable nouns ending in –s
Note the following classes which take a singular verb, except where otherwise mentioned:

(a)
NOUNS summons, gallows, news: The news is bad today

(b)
SOME DISEASES: measles, German measles, mumps, rickets, shingles. Some speakers also accept a plural verb.

(c)
SUBJECT NAMES IN -ICS (usually with singular verb): classics, linguistics, mathematics, phonetics, etc.

(d)
SOME GAMES: billiards, bowls (esp. BrE), darts, draughts (BrE), checkers (AmE), fives, ninepins.

(e)
SOME PROPER NOUNS: Algiers, Athens, Brussels, Flanders, Marseilles, Naples, Wales; the United Nations and the United States have a singular verb when considered as units.

Plural invariable nouns

SUMMATION PLURALS

Tools and articles of dress consisting of two equal parts which are joined constitute summation plurals. Countability can be imposed by means of a pair of, a pair of scissors, three pairs of trousers:
tongs

tweezers

glasses

spectacles

braces (BrE)

flannels

knickers pants

pyjamas (BrE)

pajamas(AmE)

shorts

suspenders

tights

trousers 

Note

a) Many of the summation plurals can take the indefinite article, especially with premodification: a garden shears, a curling-tongs, etc; obvious treatment as count nouns is not infrequent: several tweezers.

b) Plural nouns commonly lose the inflection in premodification: a suspender belt.

OTHER 'PLURALIA TANTUM' -S
Among other 'pluralia tantum ' (i.e. nouns that only occur in the plural), the following nouns end in -s . In many cases, however, there are forms without -s, sometimes with difference of meaning: 
	the Middle Ages
	brain(s) ('intellect', he's got good

	amends (make every/all
	brains, beside a good brain)

	possible amends)
	clothes (c/cloths, /s/, plural of

	annals
	cloth)

	the Antipodes
	the Commons (the House of

	archives
	Commons)

	arms ('weapons', an arms 

depot)
	contents (but the silver content of the coin)

	arrears
	customs (customs duty)

	ashes (but tobacco ash)
	dregs (coffee dregs)

	auspices
	earnings

	banns (of marriage)
	entrails

	bowels
	premises ('building')

	fireworks (but he let off
	quarters, headquarters

	a firework)
	(but the Latin quarter)

	funds ('money'; but a fund,
	regards(but win

	'a source of money')
	his regard)

	goods (a goods train)
	remains

	greens
	riches

	guts ('bowels'; but cat-gut)
	savings (a savings bank)

	heads (heads or tails?)
	spirits ('mood'; but he has a

	holidays (summer holidays,
	kindly spirit)

	BrE, but he's on holiday,
	

	  he's taking a holiday
	spirits ('alcohol'; but

	in Spain)
	alcohol is a spirit)

	letters (a man of letters)
	stairs (a flight of stairs)

	lodgings
	suds

	looks (he has good looks)
	surroundings

	the Lords (the House of Lords)
	thanks

	manners
	troops (but a troop of scouts)

	means (a man of means)
	tropics (but the Tropic of Cancer)

	oats
	valuables

	odds (in betting)
	wages (but he earns a good wage)

	outskirts
	wits (she has her wits about her;

	pains (take pains)
	but he has a keen wit)

	particulars (note the particulars)
	


Note

Cf  also pence in 'a few pence', 'tenpence', beside the regular~ penny pennies.

UNMARKED PLURALS

cattle                                                police

clergy (but also singular)                vermin  

folk (but also informal folks)          youth (but regular when  

gentry                                             'young man')

people (but regular when = 'nation')

Variable nouns: Regular plurals

Variable nouns have two forms, singular and plural, the singular being the form listed in dictionaries. The vast majority of nouns are variable in this way and normally the plural (s suffix) is fully predictable both in sound and spelling by the same rules as for the -s inflection of verbs.

The general rule for forming the plural of English nouns is by adding the ending -s (-es) to the singular and is pronounced in different ways:


/iz/ after sibilants: noses, horses, bridges; 


/z/ after voiced consonants other than sibilants and after vowels: flowers, beds, doves, bees, boys;

/s/ after voiceless consonants other than sibilants: caps, books, hats, cliffs.

Spelling rules

1. If the noun ends in -s, -ss, -x, -sh, -ch, -tch, the plural is formed by adding -es to the singular:

bus - busses     box - boxes
bench - benches


glass - glasses brush - brushes    match - matches

2. If the noun ends in -y preceded by a consonant, -y is changed into –ies:
           fly - flies lady - ladies army - armies

In proper names, however, the plural is formed by adding the ending to the singular: Mary – Marys.
If the final -y is preceded by a vowel the plural is formed by simply adding -s to the singular.


day – days 

key – keys


monkey – monkeys 
boy – boys

Spelling creates numerous exceptions, however.

(a)
Treatment of -y:


Beside the regular spy ~ spies, there are nouns in -y to which -s is added:

with proper nouns: the Kennedys, the two Germanys, after a vowel  - days, boys, journeys, in a few other words such as stand-bys.

(b)
Nouns of unusual forms sometimes pluralize in 's:


    
letter names: dot your i's
numerals: in the 1990's (or, increasingly, 1990s) abbreviations: two MP's (or, increasingly, MPs)

(c)
Nouns in -o have plural in -os, with some exceptions having either optional or obligatory -oes.


Plurals in -os: pianos, photos, zeros, solos, cuckoos, portfolios.


Plurals in -os and -oes: archipelago, banjo, buffalo, cargo, commando, flamingo, halo, motto, tornado, volcano, mosquito. 


Plurals only in -oes: echo, embargo, hero, Negro, potato, tomato, torpedo, veto.

Compounds

Compounds form the plural in different ways, but (c) below is the most usual.

(a)   PLURAL IN FIRST ELEMENT

attorney general

notary public

passer-by

mother-in-law

grant-in-aid

man-of-war

coat of mail

mouthful

spoonful

attorneys general, but more usually as (c)

notaries public

passers-by

mothers-in-law, but also as (c) informally

grants-in-aid

men-of-war

coats of mail

mouthsful but also as (c)

spoonsful but also as (c)

(b)
PLURAL IN BOTH FIRST AND LAST ELEMENT gentleman farmer
gentlemen farmers 


manservant 

menservants 


woman doctor 

women doctors

(c)
PLURAL IN LAST ELEMENT (i.e. normal) 


assistant director
assistant directors


So also: boy-friend, fountain-pen, woman-hater, breakdown, grown-up, sit-in, stand-by, take-off, forget-me-not, etc.

Irregular plurals

Irregular plurals are by definition unpredictable and have to be learned as individual items. In many cases where foreign words are involved, it is of course helpful to know about pluralization in the relevant languages particularly Latin and Greek. Thus, on the pattern of analysis - analyses we can infer the correct plurals: axis - axes, basis – bases, crisis - crises, etc. But we cannot rely on etymological criteria: plurals like areas and villas, for example, do not conform to the Latin pattern (areae, villae).

VOICING + -S PLURAL

Some nouns which in the singular end in the voiceless fricatives spelled -th and -f have voiced fricatives in the plural, followed by /z/. In one case the voiceless fricative is /s/ and the plural has /ziz/: House ~ houses.

(a) Nouns in -th

There is no change in spelling.


With a consonant before the -th, the plural is regular:   berth, birth, length, etc.

With a vowel before the -th, the plural is again often regular, as with cloth, death, faith, moth, but in a few cases the plural has voicing (mouth, path), and in several cases there are both regular and voiced plurals: bath, oath, sheath, truth, wreath, youth.

(b)
Nouns in –f (e)
Plurals with voicing are spelled -ves.

Regular plural only: belief chief, cliff, proof, roof, safe, cuff.
Voiced plural only: calf, elf half, knife, leaf, life, loaf, self sheaf, shelf, thief wife, wolf.
Both regular and voiced plurals: dwarf, handkerchief, hoof scarf, wharf.

Note

The painting term still life has a regular plural: still lifes. 
MUTATION

Mutation involves a change of vowel in the following seven nouns:  foot ~ feet
man ~ men


tooth ~ teeth     louse ~ lice 


goose ~ geese  mouse ~ mice

woman ~ women

Note

With woman/women, the pronunciation differs in the first syllable only, while postman/postmen, Englishman /-men, etc have no difference in pronunciation at all between singular and plural.

THE -EN PLURAL

This occurs in three nouns: brother -brethren, child –children, ox –oxen.
ZERO PLURAL

Some nouns have the same spoken and written form in both singular and plural. Note the difference here between, on the one hand, invariable nouns, which are either singular (This music is too loud) or plural (All the cattle are grazing in the field), and, on the other, zero plural nouns, which can be singular and plural (This sheep looks small; All those sheep are mine).

Animal names

Animal names often have zero plurals. They tend to be used partly by people who are especially concerned with animals, partly when the animals are referred to as game. Where there are two plurals, the zero plural is the more common in contexts of hunting, etc, e.g.: We caught only a few fish, whereas the regular plural is used to denote different individuals or species: the fishes of the Mediterranean. The degree of variability with animal names is shown by the following lists:

Regular plural: bird, cow, eagle, hen, rabbit, etc.
Usually regular: elk, crab, duck (zero only with the bird). Both plurals: antelope, reindeer, fish, flounder, herring. Usually zero: pike, trout, carp, deer, moose. 

Only zero: grouse, sheep, plaice, salmon.
Quantitative nouns

The numeral nouns hundred, thousand, and usually million have zero plurals except when unpremodified; so two dozen, brace, head (of cattle), yoke (rare), gross, stone (BrE weight):              

He always wanted to have hundreds/thousands of        books and he has recently bought four hundred/thousand. 
Other quantitative and partitive nouns can be treated similarly, though the zero plurals are commoner in informal or technical usage:

Dozens of glasses; tons of coal 

He is six foot/feet (tall) 

He bought eight ton(s) of coal

Note

Plural measure expressions are normally singularized when they premodify: a five-pound note, a ten-second pause.
Words keeping foreign plurals
(Always use the foreign plural if there is no entry under English plural.)

Singular    Foreign Plural Scientific  
English Plural General 



        Use


Use

Words ending in -a in the singular and -ae in the plural: 

amoeba


amoebae

amoebas

alumna


alumnae

antenna

antennae

antennas

formula


formulae

formulas

nebula


nebulae


nebulas

Words ending in -ex or -ix in the singular and -ices in the plural:
apex


apices


apexes

appendix

appendices

appendixes

cervix


cervices

cervixes

index


indices


indexes

Words ending in -is in the singular and -es in the plural: 


analysis 


axis 


basis 


crisis 


diagnosis 


hypothesis 


neurosis 


oasis


parenthesis


synopsis


thesis


analyses


axes


bases


crises


diagnoses

hypotheses


neuroses


oases


parentheses


synopses


theses

Words ending in -on in the singular and -a in the plural: 


criterion

criteria


phenomenon

phenomena

Words ending in -ium in the singular and -a in the plural: 
agendum (also agenda) agenda 

bacterium 

bacteria

datum 


data

curriculum

curricula 
curriculums

erratum

errata 

(error, errors)

medium 

media

(mediums has a different     

                                                                                   meaning) 

memorandum 

memoranda 
memorandums 






(often memo, memos)

stratum 

strata 

symposium 

symposia 
symposiums

Words ending in -us in the singular and -i in the plural:

bacillus

bacilli

cactus

cacti 

cactuses

fungus

fungi 

funguses

nucleus

nuclei

radius

radii

stimulus
stimuli

syllabus
syllabi 

syllabuses

terminus
termini

Words ending in -im in
the plural (from Hebrew):

cherub

cherubim 
cherubs

seraph

seraphim 
seraphs

Some French nouns in -s or -x are pronounced with a final vowel in the singular and with a regular /z/ in the plural, with no spelling change:

e.g. chamois, chassis, corps, faux pas, patois 

A few nouns in -e(a)u retain the French as the spelling of the plural, beside the commoner -s, but the plurals are most always pronounced as regular, /z/, irrespective of spelling.

e.g. adieu, bureau, tableau, plateau 

The foreign plural of Italian nouns in -o is as in tempo ~ tempi. Only regular plural: soprano. Usually regular plural: virtuoso, libretto, solo, tempo.
Note
Graffiti is usually a 'pluralia tantum', confetti, spaghetti non-count singular.
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EXERCISES

Exercise1. Give the plural of
a) toe, city, hero, piano, calf, cliff, proof, chief, stitch, bath, Negro, Hindoo, belief, life, shelf, berry, valley, roof;

b) foot, boot, ox, fox, man, woman, mouth, mouse, child, ship, goose, nose, deer, cheese, sheep;

c) crisis, phenomenon, datum, nucleus, basis, apparatus, corps, criterion, series, analysis, formula;

d) room-mate, fellow-worker, court-martial, man-of-war, boy- messenger, onlooker, passer-by, sister-in-law, merry-go- round.

Exercise2. State the number of the following nouns and give the corresponding singular or plural, if any.
Brethren, memoranda, antenna, means, scissors, school- inspector, pence, sanatoria, cafeteria, strata, vertebra, automata, fish, photo, axes, physics, mechanics, cloth, commander-in-chief, works, forget-me-not, swine, halves, staff, sleeves, grief, mice, species, governor-general, contents, sledges, business, knowledge, feet, corps, phenomena, clothes, bases, headquarters, nebula.

Exercise3. Give the plural of the following nouns.
Face, portfolio, swine, house, tomato, hearth, mother-in- law, basis, clergyman, ox, cry, key, fox, downfall, looker-on, rock, bush, enemy, leaf, roof, genius, hero, bunch, sheep, ship, criterion, youth, journey, penknife, man-of-war, loss, datum, goose, deer, pie, wolf, mouse, formula, bath, volcano, possibility, forget-me-not, foot, handkerchief, thief, crisis, stepdaughter, birth, echo, finger-tip, court- martial, joy, mischief-maker, extremity, spy, lie.

Exercise4. Give the plural of the following nouns if possible.
A.         1.  a lottery
11. petrol
21. a species
2.  a fisherman
12.a chef
22. a carp
3.  a fish
13. money
23. a tooth
4.  a series
14. a foot
24. a cuckoo
5.  a Japanese
15. weather
25. a taxi
6.  progress
16. a tomato
26. a menu
7.  a person
17. a means
27. toast
8.  a woman
18. a photo
28. a goose
9.  advice
19. a leaf
29. a disco
10. a mouse
20. an ox
30. a mouse
B.         1.  a class-mate


9. a grown-up
2.  a forget-me-not

10. a hanger-on
3.  a man-of-war

11. a boy-friend
4.  a man-servant

12. an office-block
5.  a merry-go-round

13. a cupful
6.  a mother-in-law

14. a court-martial
7.  a passer-by


15. a school-inspector
8.  a woman-driver

16. a spoonful
Exercise5. Complete the table. Note that some of these words of foreign origin have regular plurals.
	Singular
	Plural
	Singular
	Plural

	1.
	Cacti
	13.
	memoranda

	2.analysis
	
	14.stadium
	

	3.
	stimuli
	15.museum
	

	4.
	strata
	16.
	addenda

	5.datum
	
	17.
	radii

	6.curriculum
	
	18.drama
	

	7.basis
	
	19.genius
	

	8.fungus
	
	20.
	appendices

	9.
	genera
	21.axis
	

	10.index
	
	22.
	media

	11.
	crises
	23.album
	

	12.
	criteria
	24.
	phenomena


Exercise6. Change the number of the noun in bold type where possible and make all other necessary changes.
1. The boy drove many sheep in the direction of the village. 2. During the festival I made friends with many foreign delegates. Among them were a Negro and others. 3. I was presented with a dozen handkerchiefs. 4. The boy must have two teeth pulled out. 5. The hunter got a prize for killing the wolf that had caused much damage to the village flock. 6. The child was bitterly crying over the broken toy. 7. The factory club bought a 'cello for their orchestra. 8. He showed me a photo of his country house. 9. She gave the dog a fish. 10. This tea is of a fine flavour. 11. The scout brought some valuable information. 12. I bought a pair of nylon gloves. 13. I saw a mouse in the kitchen. 14. The ox drove a cart of hay. 15. A very strange phenomenon was observed by astronomers yesterday. 16. Her hair was soft and curly.
Exercise7. Change the number of the nouns in bold type making all the necessary changes.
1. Afterwards he took a photo of me with wet hair to finish out the film. 2. He talked to another Divisional chief. 3. His shirt cuff showed up spotlessly, just half an inch beneath the sleeve. 4. He was as lively as a trout in a moun​tain stream. 5. Matthew Swain was one of a rapidly disap​pearing species, the small-town general practitioner. 6. It was like lying in the dark with a mosquito hovering above his face. 7. The cab branched off, along the side of a wood, and he heard a late cuckoo calling. 8. Among the retainers of a well-appointed house there were persons from every stratum of society. 9. “A pony is always small,” said Regan.10. It is only a hypothesis, but it’s possible. 11. Everybody had a handkerchief concealed in his cuff. 12. I wish a fly​ing fish would come on board tonight. 13. The waitress spent the morning working in the dining-room. 14. Britain’s oil refining industry faces a serious crisis. 15. Mary was sitting in a straight-backed antique chair and the youth sat at her feet. 16. Suddenly she realized that there was not a passer-by in the street. 17. Now all the passengers were gone in a bus, along with the stewardess and the sec​ond officer.

Exercise8. Explain the formation of the plural of the nouns in bold type.
1. He was just six feet tall and he had a gallant bearing. 2. I moved the stick forward and came down slowly to fifteen hundred feet. 3. He wasn’t above five foot five, I should think. 3. They arrived daily from various termini. 5. Eric watched the wood-lice that were unable to avoid the flames. 6. Some call it a grape-vine, but it has always seemed like a pair of giant antennae to me. 7. He used his white linen pocket handkerchief and held it against his lips. 8. Nevada felt the horse’s heart suddenly pound between his legs as his hoofs didn’t meet the expected ground. 9. He had neglected his work so much that now he had only a fortnight to learn what the curriculum allowed three months for. 10. The outlines of the cypresses that lined the driveway were sharp and clear. 11. The wind howled across the deserted runway. If wolves appeared tonight, Mel thought, it would not be surprising. 12. The handcuff was clicked on to Greg’s right wrist, and the other on the cop’s left wrist. 13. It became almost a phenomenon in this back street, where carts stuck like winter flies, and people went by with books under their arms, as if educated. 14. There were some daffodils, narcissi and hyacinths in the garden. 15. The larks sprang up in front of his feet, the air was full of butterflies, a sweet fragrance rose from the wild grasses. 16. There were nine of them at sea but four were carrying cargoes destined for his own personal warehouses in Brooklyn. 17. Public sanatoria are short of beds. I get two beds a week for females.

Exercise9. Underline the correct words or phrases in bold to complete this article.

Cookery Corner
In today’s Cookery Corner I’d like to address a request from Mrs Parkinson of Suffolk for (1) an information/information about which type of (2) chocolate/chocolates to use in cooking. Well. Mrs P, my (3) advice is/ advices are always to use the best possible chocolate you can find. It’s the same principle as with (4) wines/wine: in cooking always use (5) an equivalent quality/ equivalent quality to what you eat or drink. With chocolate, the reason for this is that higher quality chocolate will always give your cakes and sweets (6) better/ a better taste. To judge the quality of chocolate, look at the amount of cocoa in the chocolate. Good quality chocolate has more cocoa solids and (7) less sugar/ fewer sugars. For the best taste choose chocolate with a high cocoa (8) contents/ content – never (9) fewer than/less than two per cent cocoa solids and as much as 80 per cent if possible. It goes without saying that you should also use other (10) ingredient/ ingredients of the highest quality, too. If, for example, you’re using coffee in your chocolate recipe, always use (11) a strong, fresh coffee /strong, fresh coffee. If you’re making (12) a cake/cake. Use the right kind of (13) flours/ flour, and always weigh the ingredients on your kitchen (14) scale/ scales. Believe me. if you follow these simple rules, the next time you bake a chocolate cake, there won’t be (15) a lump/ a slice left over!
Exercise10. Choose the right verb:
1. A group of teenagers in the town (has /have) organized a scheme to help old people with their shopping. 2. A number of people (has /have) complained about the noise. 3. Do you think three pounds (is/are) a big enough tip? 4. Hamburger and chips (is/are) not a very healthy lunch. 5. In the latest rail union vote, the majority (has/have) voted to go on strike; the rest of the members (is/are) expected to support the strike fairly solidly. 6. Two kilos (is/are) pretty small for a new born baby. 7. Our teenage son thinks there (is/are) a number of good reasons for staying up late and having good time. 8. More than one house in our street (has/have) been broken into recently. 9. A couple of dangerous-looking men (is/are) waiting for you outside.10. One of my friends (has/have) just won two free plane tickets to New-York. 11. Six weeks (is/are) a long time to wait for news of your family.12. The
majority of the children's parents (is/are) unemployed. 13. A lot of shops (is/are) opening on Sundays now. 14. The
Philippines (has/have) signed the new human rights agreement. 15. The
police think that more than one person (was/were) in the stolen car. 16. Tom
and Rosie were late, but the rest of us (was/were) on time. 17. (Is/Are) bacon and eggs what you usually eat for breakfast? 18. We've
just learnt that a couple of our club members (has/have) been chosen for the national team.
Exercise11. Fill in: is or are:
	
	Your jeans… hanging in the wardrobe. 

	
	Where …… my scissors? 

	 
	There ….. a lecture on Economics today. 

	
	Physics …… the study of natural laws. 

	
	Where ……. my boxing gloves? 

	
	This information …… incorrect! 

	
	Her hair …… beautiful. 

	
	Your socks …… in the drawer. 

	
	Her furniture ……very expensive. 

	
	His luggage ……. extremely heavy. 

	
	The news ……. on at 6 o'clock, 

	
	Mumps …… a common illness among young children. 

	
	Sugar …… bad for your teeth. 

	
	German …… difficult to learn.

	
	Chess …… a popular game. 

	
	People ……  starving in many countries. 

	
	Happiness …… the key to good health. 

	
	There …… some flour left. 


Exercis12. Use the appropriate form of the verb.
1. "There
money in my pocket," - I said to the porter (is, are). 2. I know my hair ___beautiful, everybody says so (is, are). 3. The works_____ his country, his home, his reason for being (was, were). 4. These white swine___ not live (does, do). 5. Means ___easily found (was, were). 6. ...this watch ___ a special favourite with Mr. Pickwick, having been carried about for a greater number of years. 7. "Good," I. said. "No one shall tell me again this fish ____ no sense with them" (has, have). 8. The deer _____ ravaging the man's fields (was, were). 9. Money ____ so scarce that it could fairly be said not to exist at all (was, were). (Dreiser) 10. I was here before the gates ___opened, but I was afraid to come straight to you (was, were). 11. The papers
dull, the news ____ local and stale, and the war news
all old (was, were). 12. At Capracotta, he had told me, there ___ trout in the stream below the town (was, were). 13. The sugar-tongs ____
too wide for one of her hands, and she had to use both in wielding them (was, were). 14. Her hair ____ loose and half-falling, and she wore a nurse's dress (was, were). 15. And the baggage ____apparatus and appliances (contain, contains). 16. The china ____ good of a delicate pattern (was, were). 17. The nurse's wages___ good... (was, were).

Exercise13. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.
1. Every time I go to the beach, sand ...get… (get) inside my shoes. 2. Milk …..……. (be) good for your bones. 3.The council …..……. (meet) In the town hall every Wednesday. 4. Chess ……..…. (be) his favourite board game. 5. Gravity …..……. (cause) things to fall towards t e ground. 6. Greek ……..….  (be) one of the most difficult languages to learn. 7. Music ……..….  (help) me relax after a long day at work. 8. Pepper always ……..….  (make) me sneeze. 9. Those new glasses …..…….  (took) great on you. 10. Chemistry ……..….  (not/interest) me at all. 11. The crockery he designs ..……….  (cost) a lot of money. 

Exercise14. Put in some, any, a, the, a lot of or ‘-’ (countable and uncountable nouns).
1.I'd like some information, please. 2.
The tree was struck by………
lightning. 3.
Is there………
toast, please? 4. There's
………
slice of toast left. 5.
What's……… weather like today? 6.
Can I have………potatoes, please? 7.I need………
new clothing. 8. I'm tired, I've just done………shopping. 9. I've done………housework. 10. I've just received………letter from John. 11. Can you give me………description of it? 12.
I'd like………tomatoes, please. 13. Would you like…….……………….spaghetti? 14. There was  …………..traffic this morning. 15. John's gone to bed with………flu. 16. Have you made………progress with Chinese? 17.
I've got
………
permission to park here. 18. Our teacher has given us………homework. 19. There's………rubbish in our garden. 20. I'm going to plant………tree in the garden.

Exercise15. Complete the pairs of sentences below with the following words. The same word is used in both sentences in each pair, once in its singular and once in its plural form.
Quarter, term, youth, good, pain, ground, condition, experience, saving, damage, honour, length.

1. Under the
of the contract, you are obliged to repay the loan within two years. The car was a reasonable price, but wasn't in good
.
2. It has been an
to work with you. I've been very
proud of what we've achieved together. She has an

degree in geography.
3. I have a terrible
at the back of my neck. He took
great
to ensure his guests' stay was pleasant.
4. After the accident, it took her a long time to come to

with the fact that she would never dance again. During his first
_________of office, the Prime Minister made many sensible decisions.
5. We need a person with relevant
to fill the post. He wrote a book about his
whilst crossing Africa on foot.
6. The Vicar was a kind man, and did a lot of
during his life. There is a wide range of electrical
on sale in our village shop.
7. The day return fare is only $12 a
of $8 on the full
fare. Mrs. Higgins' house was broken into the other day, and all her
were taken.
8. Officers don't live with ordinary soldiers. Their_________ are usually separate and more luxurious. Interest rates have risen to 8% per cent, a rise of a
of a per cent.
9. For some reason, he was ashamed of his working class background, and went to great ______________
to conceal the fact. I can only swim one ___________of the swimming pool before I get tired.
10. Don't sit on the grass. The
is still very wet. I trust
John. I have good 
 for believing his version of events.
11. The storm caused a lot of
. She was awarded four
thousand pounds'
in the libel case.
12. Two
were seen running away from the scene of the crime.
has always been the time for rebellion.
Exercise16. Fill the gaps in these sentences with a, an, nothing (-) or the correct form of a suitable verb. If there are two possible answers, put both possibilities. 

1. Have you put………..pepper in this dish? 2. I like plenty of seasoning. What he’d really like us to buy him for his birthday ………..some new Nike trainers. 3. Rickets a ………..disease caused by a deficiency of vitamin D. 4. I first felt the desire to visit Venice when looking at ………..painting by Canaletto. 5. You can’t hold a classical concert in the village hall; the acoustics ………..terrible! 6. A large number of police officers ……….. present at the demonstration last week in case of trouble. 7. At present 10,000 kilometres ………..t he longest walking competition held in the Olympics. 8. ‘What have we got for supper?’ ‘Salmon. I got ……….. huge fish at the fishmonger’s for only five pounds.’ 9. Either the twins or John, the eldest brother, ……….. going to make a speech at the Golden Wedding party. 10. My brother thinks that economics ……….. really interesting. I disagree. 11. Saudi Arabia, along with most of the oil-producing nations, ……….. voted to raise the price of crude oil again. 12. That band ……….. always had a reputation for performing better in the studio than live. 13. Both my brother and sister ……….. lived in this town all their lives. 14. We developed ……….. passion for Baroque music at university. 15. Roast beef and Yorkshire pudding ……….. definitely still the favourite of many British people!

NOUNS IN GROUPS: INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL RULES

Three structures

These are three main ways in which we can put nouns together so that one modifies another.

NOUN + NOUN

A bicycle factory, a war film, the table leg, coffee beans
NOUN + 'S + NOUN

My sister's car, a bird's nest, cow's milk, the prisoner's complaint
NOUN + PREPOSITION + NOUN

The top of the page, a feeling of disappointment, a man from Birmingham, a book on modern music.

Choice of structures

A particular idea is normally expressed in only one of these ways, though sometimes there are two possibilities: a table leg  (not a table's leg or a leg of a table), cow's milk (not cow milk or milk of a cow), the top of the page (not the page’s top), the earth's gravity or the gravity of the earth (not the earth gravity), a Birmingham man or a man from Birmingham (not a      Birmingham's man).
Unfortunately the exact differences between the three structures are complicated and difficult to analyze - this is one of the most difficult areas of English grammar.
NOUN + NOUN

In the noun + noun structure, the first noun modifies or describes the second, a little like an adjective: a horse race (a kind of race), milk chocolate (a kind of chocolate), a race horse (a kind of horse), chocolate milk (a kind of milk), a book case (a kind of case), mineral water (a kind of water). 
Noun + noun expressions can often be changed into structures where the second noun becomes a subject and the first an object:
an oil well (= a well that produces oil) 
a sheep dog (= a dog that looks after sheep) 
a Birmingham man (= a man who comes from Birmingham)

the airport bus (= the bus that goes to the airport) 
Note that the first noun is usually singular in form, even if it has a plural meaning: a shoe shop (= a shop that sells shoes), a toothbrush (= a brush for teeth), a ticket office (= an office that sells tickets), a horse race (= a race for horses), trouser pockets (= pockets in trousers)

Exceptions

Some nouns have the plural -s even when they modify other nouns. These include nouns which have no singular form (like clothes), nouns which are not used in the singular with the same meaning (like customs), and some nouns which are more often used in the plural than in the singular (like savings). In some cases (e.g. sport(s), drug(s), usage is divided, and both singular and plural forms are found. In general, the use of plural modifiers is becoming more common in British English; American English often has singular forms where British has plurals. Some examples: a clothes shop, a savings account, a glasses case, the accounts department, a customs officer, the sales department Arms control, an antique(s) dealer (but an antique shop), the outpatients department (of a hospital), a greetings card (US greeting card), the drug(s) problem (US drug problem), the arrivals hall (US arrival hall), a drinks cabinet (US drink cabinet), a goods train (British English), a sports car, sport(s) shoes.
Note also that singular nouns ending in -ics can be used as modifiers: athletics training, an economics degree. We use the plurals men and women to modify plural nouns when they have a 'subject' meaning; man and woman are used to express an 'object' meaning. Compare: men drivers (= men who drive), women pilots (= women who fly planes), man-eaters (= lions or tigers who eat people), woman-haters (= people who hate women). Articles belonging to the first (modifying) noun are dropped in noun + noun combinations. Compare: Officers in the army are well paid.

Army officers are well paid (not The army officers are well paid).
More than two nouns can be put together. A group of two nouns can modify a third noun, these can modify a forth, and so on: 
oil production costs; road accident research centre. This kind of structure is very common in newspaper headlines because it saves space: FURNITURE FACTORY PAY CUT ROW. Headlines like these can be difficult to understand. It sometimes helps to read them backwards. FURNITURE FACTORY PAY CUT refers to a ROW (disagreement) about a CUT (reduction) in PAY at a FACTORY that makes FURNITURE.

NOUN + PREPOSITION + NOUN

Sometimes the noun + noun or the noun + 's + noun structure is not possible, and it is necessary to use a structure with of or another preposition: a feeling of disappointment (not a disappointment’s feeling), letters from home ( not home's letters)

EXERCISES
Exercise1. Put these words into pairs to make noun + noun expressions. Change plural to singular if necessary.
antique   bicycle     bus      cowboy       film
grapes

juice       kitchen     map     newspapers publisher race 

roads      shop         station  door

Exercise2. Choose the correct noun group.
a bus's station or a bus station 

vegetables' soup or vegetable soup

a toy's shop or a toy shop


China's history or the China history

the teacher's office or the teacher office

a cowboy's film or a cowboy film 

computer's disks or computer disks

my mother's chair or my mother chair

car's papers or car papers

Tom's plan or the Tom plan

a telephone's box or a telephone box

the dog's toy or the dog toy

a horse's race or a horse race

Exercise3. Match the following parts of noun phrases and then fill in the blanks in the sentences using the most appropriate word combination: 

Noun + noun

1. suit




a. food

2. telephone



b. card

3. zebra




c. case

4. fire




d. writer

5. dish




e. alarm

6. type




f. opener

7. credit




g. brigade

8. burglar




h. washer

9. can




i. crossing

10. junk




j. money

11. pocket




k. number

Adjective + noun 

1. fast




a. heating

2. remote




b. fries

3. social




c. food

4. high




d. control

5. central




e. cleaners

6. common



f. rights

7. French




g. worker

8. dry




h. languages

9. human




i. school

10. modern




j. sense

1. They should put a 
 outside the school so that

children don't get run over. 2. It's freezing in here - why don't you

get 
 installed? 3. When I don't have time to cook I send

the kids out to get some
4. Is the……………you get from your parents enough for your needs? 5. Can you send the…………………. quickly – the house next door is on fire. 6. When you leave primary school and get to …………. lessons get much more difficult. 7. He'll never think of such a simple solution because he hasn't got any
 8. Who's got the …………. for the TV? I'm bored with this program. 9. Could you get my suit from the ……………. for me on your way home? 10. After the last break-in, they decided to get a 
……….installed.
Exercise4. Consult the dictionary and fill in each space with an appropriate word from the list, thus forming a noun phrase. The first (0) is given as an example.
word
table
worker
washing
   piece

meal
time
wife
book
up

electrical          washer         computer         sitter
house
A house husband
My wife is a social worker (0) and she works for the local Council and has a very busy time………….(1) every day. She obviously can't be in full-……………(2) work and be a house……………(3) at the same time. This means I've been a………….(4) husband for many years now, because my job as a text………..(5) writer for students of English can be done from home working on a personal……………(6). As we can't afford a baby……………. (7) I'm in charge of the baby as well as having to do all the cooking and washing-……………………. (8). My job is made much easier by the variety of ………………(9) goods available - I just put all the dirty plates in the dish…………(10) and the baby's clothes in the ………………(11) machine and away I go. I'm free to produce yet another master………… (12) for students on my………………..(13) processor. When my wife comes home at three she has a ready- made…………………….. (14) to look forward to. Not bad, eh?
Exercise5. In the following sentences add the second part of a noun phrase.
a) Old 
 can be a pleasant time if you're surrounded by grandchildren, b) I can't stand back-seat…………. 
If I'm driving,  I don't need constant advice and instructions, c) Dad's got very high blood 
…… and the doctor told him to take it easy. d) In his summing
…………… , the judge instructed the jury on several points of law. e) He rose to become commander-in-chief of the country's armed
………………f) She suffered from chronic food
after eating contaminated seafood, g) Most western European countries have abolished capital……………. h) As his mother had always been profoundly deaf, he grew up fluent in sign 
…………


 .
Exercise6. Underline the word that best completes each sentence.
The difference in their computer skills was attributed to the generation


a) space
b) difference           c) gap
d) hole

A. Tony seemed remarkably devoid of
 sense and did the most ridiculous things.

a) common        b) ordinary
c) average     d)  everyday

B. The cost of
has risen dramatically.

a) life
b) lives
c) alive
d) living

C. There is a strong movement supporting the abolition of the death
……………..

a) penalty     b) punishment     c) discipline     d) condemnation

D. The trades unions called for a five per cent pay increase for all public
workers.

a) section     b) area          c) zone d) sector

E. Why not take your case to the European Court of Human


?
a) Entitlement    b) Allowance     c) Law      d) Rights

F. He gave up studying after suffering a nervous


a) collapse    b) breakdown    c) failure      d) malfunction

G. Concorde is the only commercial plane to have broken the sound 


a) frontier     b) barrier      c) boundary      d) suppliers

H. The hospital called for volunteer blood 

 after their supplies ran low.

a) givers     b) contributors   c) donors        d) suppliers

I. One of the most devastating weapons of modern time is the ………… missile.

a) directed      b) instructed    c) programmed    d) guided

Exercise7. Match adjectives to suitable nouns. 

soft     

work,   question

dry      

story,   truth

heavy  

accent

great    

wine,   weather

hard    

traffic, rain, smoker

strong   
drink, voice

Exercise8. Combine the words to make a noun phrase. 

Examples

roses / bunch
a bunch of roses

boots / ski
ski boots
day / work
a day's work

stick / walk
a walking stick

two hands / backhand
a two-handed backhand

cloud / sky
a cloudy sky

building / four storeys
bed / sea

price / gas
coat / paint

prices / gas
length / arm

edge / water
hair / breadth

stone/throw
film / popularity

door / car                            film / story

shirt / button                      room / corner

sentence / ten years             bar / steel

world / end                        industry'/ car

pan / fry

book / 200 pages

apple / core
book / club

heart / matter
degree / university

hesitation / moment
shore / sea

Exercise9. Underline the word that best completes each sentence.
1. He did very well in the
knowledge quiz.

a) widespread  b) common  c) general  d) ordinary

2. The Government requires everybody to make a financial contribution towards their
education.

a) higher  b) high  c) highest  d) highly

3. Police are meeting members of the ethnic community in order to improve race


a) relationships b) relations c) relatives d) relativity

4. The 


 state exists in order to provide free education

and health care to the less well-off.

a) social b) benefit c) welfare d) nanny

5. Unemployment 

 is paid to people who are unable to find any work.

a) security b) money c) service d) benefit

6. The factory made huge improvements in its general management and
control.

a) quality b) level c) standard d) equality

7. Industrial 
 have improved with the introduction of a shorter working week.

a) relationships b) relations c) relatives d) relativity

8. Coal, oil and other similar

 resources may eventually

be replaced by solar energy.

a) nature b) nature's c) natural d) native

9. Arms 
 was the main issue discussed at the leaders'

summit.

a) control b) controls c) controlling d) controlled

10. The Prime Minister is an old………. at these conferences, having been to so many.

a) hand b) man c) time d) goat

Exercise10. Consult the word list below to make a noun+ noun collocation: safety polar, gas, fairy, circuit, pot, pocket, account, courts, human

1. If those two wires touch, the appliance will short-_____________________________ and probably go up in flames.
2. I need to withdraw some money out of my bank _____________________________.
3. No _____________________________ being should have to suffer what these people have suffered.
4. My mum gives me $1 a week _________________________ money.
5. Please, make coffee and serve it in our new coffee _____________________________.
6. A ________-pin is used for fastening things, especially cloth.
7. The _____________________ tale princess lived happily ever after.
8. Natural ________ is used for cooking and heating homes in our country.
9. I hate playing on hard tennis____________________________ - I much prefer grass.

10. The Russian Arctic is home of the _________________bear and many other species. 

Exercise11. Find the list below a missing word to make a noun + noun combination.
	I'm a chocaholic. I love Cadbury's milk ______

	My daughter likes to drink chocolate ______ .

	PC Plus is my favourite computer ______ .

	I received a four-page ______ from her.

	I've only got a fifteen-minute ______ .

	Can you lend me your phone ______ ?

	This is a three-part ______ .

	You should always wear your seat ______ when you are taking off.

	Sally is a newspaper ______ .

	Leeks are my favourite garden ______ .

	I grow my leeks in a ______ garden.

	I need to speak to the actual ______ holder.

	Please pick up that ______ wrapper and put it in the rubbish.

	Could you pass me the ______ opener?

	I like the design on your ______ buckle.


Exercise12. Read this draft of a newspaper article, then complete the rewritten sections of the article below with a noun or noun phrase. The first one is given as an example (0).

St Andrew’s Hospital Trust has recently confirmed that a fresh wave of flood positioning has broken out in the Scottish resort, and this is alarmed everyone who lives in the town. A spokesperson stated that the illness was not serious and could be easily treated. This appeased community leaders but they requested further reassurances that the authorities were doing everything within their control to contain the spread. The hospital authority has announced that it will investigate fully the causes of this epidemic. As a recent investigation into a similar outbreak concluded that the cause was poor meat hygiene in a local butcher’s shop, local shopkeepers are concerned about what will come out of the pending investigation. The leader of the Shopkeepers’ Association, Len Murphy, suggested that the source of epidemic might be hospital kitchens, which has angered hospital staff. The kitchen staff at the hospital have now called for a strike of hospital auxiliaries across the region, which is likely to have severe financial consequences for the health authority.

(0)…… by St Andrew’s Hospital Trust of (1)……… of food poisoning in the Scottish resort has alarmed (2) ……….  A (3) ……….. that the illness was not serious and could be easily treated appeased community leaders, but they requested further reassurances that the authorities were doing everything within their control to contain the spread. The hospital authority has announced (4) ……….. into the causes of this epidemic. As (5) ……….. of a recent investigation into a similar outbreak cited poor meat hygiene in a local butcher’s shop as the cause, local shopkeepers are concerned about (6) ……….. of the pending inquiry. (7) ……….. by the leader of the Shopkeepers’ Association, Len Murphy, that the source of the epidemic might be hospital kitchens has angered hospital staff. (8) ………. by kitchen staff at the hospital for a strike of hospital auxiliaries across the region is likely to have severe financial consequences for the health authority.
Exercise13. Look at the list of verbs in the box below. They are also all nouns. Try to select the correct ones to fill the spaces. 

A.

go 

swim 

play

drive 
count

stand 

hold 

pull 


try

climb

fly 

drop 
1. The very tight election was only decided after the fifth _____ when the challenger accepted defeat by only 38 votes

2. I had hoped the sore muscle was just a strain but the doctor confirmed that it was a _____

3. A touchdown in American football is the equivalent to a 
_____ in rugby.

4. Our company was really helped when we managed to get a _____ at the local trade fair. 

5. There is a _____ in the room. It has been buzzing around annoying me for more than an hour. 

6. It is illegal to put any type of pressurized gas container in luggage which will be put into the _____ of the aircraft. 

7. After lunch, I went for a _____ in the lake, but the water was too cold. 

8. We had a recruitment _____ at my local sailing club and eventually signed up more than twenty new members.

 9. You need hardly any of that lotion on your hands just a _____. 

10. Getting to the summit from where we had started in the morning involved a _____of about 8000 feet in total.

11. Shakespeare wrote over twenty _____in his writing career. 

12. Can I have a _____ on your motorbike if I promise to be really careful?

B. 

Cut

dig


find

draw catch 

hide 


throw

wake leave

say
1. If you don't know what to do with that piece of cloth, why don't you just make _____ for the sofa?

2. That really is too good a price to believe for a car of that quality! What's the _____? If there isn't one, then it's an absolute bargain!!

3. Before studying Archaeology at university, I went to Peru to assist as a volunteer at a ____ near the capital Lima.

4. One particular _____ that fascinated everyone was a hunting spear that was apparently used by the tribes in that area of Peru more than five thousand years ago.

5. My brother is in the army but will be out on _____ next month and we are going to Disneyland together. It'll be great!!

6. One of the best ways to watch birds in their natural environment is to set up a simple _____ in your garden, wait patiently and you will be rewarded before too long.

7. Don't I get any sort of _____ in where we are going on vacation? I don't like the way you get to decide everything without hearing my input.

8. If you sell the business for so much money, are you going to give a _____ to your father? He did give you that job to start with all those years ago!

9. When you are swimming be careful of the _____ of that big boat there. It could knock you off the boat in an instant.

10. If they manage to book that band for this year's summer festival, it will be a real _____ and we should get record attendances!

Exercise14. Choose the best verb or adjective from the table below to go with the nouns and complete the sentences
abandon

burned out

waive
open


honour


secret
evade


utter


overcome
alleviate

canvassing

broke out
ducking

blatant
1. I got a letter off a ______ admirer! I have no idea who it is, but I would like to!

2. This decision will be by _____ ballot. Everyone will know how everyone else voted.

3. I think we should _____  caution and get married straight away!

4. The Ebola epidemic _____ in parts of Africa.

5. I had to _____ a lot of hardships before the company finally succeeded.

6. Why did John say he was seeing Julie this evening? That was a _____ lie – I have just seen Julie out with her mother.

7. The lawnmower motor has _____. I guess the grass was just too long!

8. Two new prisons are being built in the south of the area to _____ overcrowding at the existing ones.

9. I have asked you three times where you were yesterday evening. Are you _____ the question?

10. Because this is a private party and we all know each other, I think we should _____ the rule about having to smoke outside. What does everyone else think?

11. I want absolute silence during this exam. Nobody _____ a single sound!

12. The famous singer moved to an island in Africa to _____ taxes.

13. You said you would invest in the company and I think you should _____ that undertaking.

14. The Prime Minister was in the capital today, _____ for votes in the upcoming election.

Exercise15. Choose the best verb or adjective from the table below to go with the nouns and complete the sentences.

booming



calling for
resulted in



lasting
grave




grainy
restore




blissful



struck 




born



delicate




caught 

broke 




heavy

1. Many people have recently been ______ the abolition of circuses as they are seen as cruel to animals.

2. The management and the workers _____ a bargain which led to the strike ending peacefully.

3. Both armies suffered _____ casualties in the battle and the results was indecisive.

4. There is _____ danger that the situation may degenerate into war.

5.The _____ economy in Singapore is the result of low interest rates and taxation.

6 Poor planning at the initial stages of the project _____ failure.

7. I'm not sure what colour his jacket was as I only _____ a glimpse of him.

8. He has no idea what he wants to do for a job but seems satisfied living in _____ ignorance.

9. He would lie to his own mother. He is a _____ liar.

10. The secret to a _____ marriage is honesty on both sides.

11. The TV stations _____ the news of the president's death at around 9pm.

12. After the riots, military police were brought into the area to _____ order.

13. The photographer was miles from the yacht and the light was poor and that is why it is such a _____ photo.

14. She's feeling pretty _____ at the moment but should be well enough to eat later on

GENETIVE CASE OR NOUN + ' S+ NOUN STRUCTURE
In the noun + 's + noun structure, too, the first noun modifies or describes the second: my mother's car (a particular car), a child's bicycle (a kind of bicycle). In writing there are two forms of the genitive: 's (mother's) and for nouns ending in -s and regular plural nouns only the apostrophe (mothers').

In speech there are four forms of pronunciation of the genitive case:
/z/ after vowels and voiced consonants: Negro's, dog's ;
/s/ after voiceless consonants: student's;
/iz/ after sibilants: prince's, judge's;
zero: girls', boys'.

The zero form is used: 
a) with regular plural nouns  doctors';

b) with Greek nouns in -s of more than one syllable: Socrates' / 'sokreti:z/ wife, Euripides' /ju ' ripidiz /plays; 
c) with many other names ending in /z/ where, in speech, zero is a variant of the regular /iz/ genitive. There is vacillation both in the pronunciation and spelling of these names, but most commonly the pronunciation is the /iz/ form and the spelling an apostrophe only. Thus Burns' (or, less commonly, Burns'), is pronounced, irrespective of the spelling, /iz/ (or /z/); 
d) with fixed expressions of the form for... sake as in for goodness' sake /s/, for conscience' sake /s/.
Irregular plural nouns forming their plural by vowel change have the regular /z/ in genitive: children's games, women's faces.
Compound nouns have 's joined to the final component: the editor-in-chiefs office, my mother-in-law's garden, a passer-by's comment.

Two genitives

In many instances there is a functional similarity between a noun in the genitive case and the same noun as head of a prepositional phrase with of. We refer to the -S GENITIVE for the inflection and to the OF - GENITIVE for the prepositional form:
What is the ship's name?
What is the name of the ship?

Although there are usually compelling reasons for preferring one or other construction in a given case, and numerous environments in which only one construction is grammatically acceptable, the degree of similarity and overlap has led grammarians to regard the two constructions as variant forms of the genitive.

Genitive meanings

The meanings of the genitive can best be shown by sentential or phrasal analogues such as we present below. For comparison, a corresponding use of the o/-genitive is given where this is possible.


GENITIVES


ANALOGUES

a)
possessive genitive

my son's wife

     my son has a wife


Mrs. Johnson's passport
     Mrs. Johnson has a passport


cf the gravity of the earth
     the earth has gravity

b)
subjective genitive

the boy's application
the boy applied


his parents' consent
his parents consented


cf the rise of the sun
     the sun rose

c)
objective genitive

the family's support
    (...) supports the family


the boy's release
                (...) released the boy


cf a statement of the facts
    (...) stated the facts

d)
genitive of origin

the girl's story

     the girl told a story


the general's letter
 
     the general wrote a letter


cf the wines of France
     France produced the wines

e)
descriptive genitive

a women's college
a 
     college for women


a summer's day
                 a summer day / a day in the 

  




      summer


a doctor's degree


cf the degree of doctor  
a doctoral degree / a doctorate
f) 
genitive of measure and partitive genitive

ten days' absence

the absence lasted ten days


an absence of ten days



the height of the tower
the tower is (of) a certain height

g) 
appositive genitive

the city of York

York is a city

Note
Except for temporal measure, the -s genitive is now only rarely found with meanings (f) and (g), but cf: the earth's circumference, journey's end, Dublin's fair city.

The choice of genitives

The given semantic classification is in part arbitrary. For example, we could claim that cow's milk is not a genitive of origin but a descriptive genitive ('the kind of milk obtained from a cow') or even a subjective genitive ('the cow provided the milk'). For this reason, meanings and sentential analogues can provide only inconclusive help in choosing between -s and of-genitive.
The choice can be more securely related to the gender classes represented by the noun which is to be genitive. Generally speaking, the -s genitive is favoured by the classes that are highest on the gender scale, i.e. animate nouns, in particular persons and animals with personal gender characteristics. Although we can say either the youngest children's toys or the toys of the youngest children, the two forms of the genitive are not normally in free variation. We cannot say, for example, the door's knob or the hat of John.
So, we may infer that the possessive use is especially associated with the -s genitive and this is because we think of 'possession ' chiefly in terms of our own species. It is possible to see the partitive genitive at the opposite pole on comparable grounds: the disallowance of the -s genitive matches the irrelevance of the gender of a noun which is merely being measured or dissected.
A further factor influencing the choice of genitive is information focus, the -s genitive enabling us to give end - focus to one noun, the of-genitive to another. Cf: The explosion damaged the ship’s funnel and He considered that the most handsome was the funnel of the Orion.
Choice of 's  genitive
The following four animate noun classes normally take the 's genitive:
a) PERSONAL NAMES: 
Segovia's pupil

George Washington's statue

b) PERSONAL NOUNS: 
the boy's new shirt

my sister-in-law's pencil

c) COLLECTIVE NOUNS: 
the government's conviction
the nation's social security

d) HIGHER ANIMALS: 
the horse's tail , the lion’s hunger
The inflected genitive is also used with certain kinds of inanimate nouns:

e) GEOGRAPHICAL and INSTITUTIONAL NAMES: Europe's future

the school's history 

Maryland's Democratic Senator 
London's water supply
f) TEMPORAL NOUNS:               
a moment's thought
                        a week's holiday

the theatre season's first big event        today's business

g) NOUNS DENOTING DISTANCE:

a mile's distance
five minutes' walk

h) NOUNS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO HUMAN ACTIVITY:
the brain's total solid weight
t
he game's history

the mind's general development 
science's influence

i) THE FOLLOWING NOUNS:

world, country, city, town, ship, boat, car, sun, moon, earth, river, ocean, water, wind
the water's edge
the wind's rustle

the town's business streets
the ship's rail

j) ABSTRACT NOUNS (in poetry): 

Duty's call
Music's voice

k) NOUNS IN THE FOLLOWING SET EXPRESSIONS: to one's heart's content, at death's door, at arm's length, out of harm's way, a hair's breadth, a needle's eye, at a stone's throw, to move at a snail's pace, at the water's .edge, at one's wit's end, at one's fingers' ends, for old acquaintance's sake, for appearance's sake, in one's mind's eye, a pin's head, for order's sake, for conscience's sake.

Choice of the of genitive
The of-genitive is chiefly used with inanimate nouns: the title of the book, the interior of the room. In these two examples, an -s genitive would be fully acceptable, but in many instances this is not so: the hub of the wheel, the windows of the houses. Related no doubt to the point made about information focus, however, the corresponding personal pronouns would normally have the inflected genitive: its hub, their windows.
In measure, partitive, and appositive expressions, the of- genitive is the usual form except for temporal measure (a month's rest) and in idioms such as his money's worth, at arm's length.
Again, where the of-genitive would normally be used, instances are found with the inflected form in newspaper headlines, perhaps for reasons of space economy: FIRE AT UCLA: INSTITUTE'S ROOF DAMAGED, where the subsequent news item might begin : “The roof of a science institute on the campus was damaged last night as fire swept through”
Note

On the other hand, beside the regular -s genitive in John's life, the child's life, the idiom for the life of me / him requires both  of- genitive and a pronoun.

The dependent genitive

A noun in the genitive case generally precedes another noun which is its head-word. This may be called the dependent genitive. The relations between the noun in the genitive case and its head-word may be of two kinds:
1. The noun in the genitive case may denote a particular person or thing, as in my mother's room, the man's voice. This kind of the genitive case is called the specifying genitive. 

The specifying genitive may indicate the owner of a thing (e.g. my uncle's car), the doer of an action (e.g. the minister's speech), the bearer of a state (e.g. my sister's illness). Sometimes the meaning of the specifying genitive is difficult to define, as in the girl's tears, his brother's picture, life's little ironies, etc.
The specifying genitive may be replaced if necessary by an «of-phrase, e.g. the father of the boys, the room of my brother who is in hospital, etc. With proper names, however, the genitive case is the rule, e.g. John's parents, Mary's birthday, Byron's first poems.
2. The noun in the genitive case may refer to a whole class of similar objects. This kind of genitive case is called the classifying genitive, e.g. sheep's eyes (which means eyes of a certain kind but not the eyes of a particular sheep), a doctor's degree, a soldier's uniform, a summer's day, a doll's face, a farmer's wife, a miner's widow, a planter's life, gent's clothes, lady's wear, an hour's walk, a mile's distance, etc.

In some cases such combinations have become set phrases, e.g. a spider's web, the serpent's tooth, the bee's sting, a giant's task, a fool's errand, a cat's paw (слепое орудие в чьих-то руках), child's play and others.

The classifying genitive is normally not replaced by an of-phrase.

The group genitive
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In some postmodified noun phrases it is possible to use an - s genitive by affixing the inflection to the final part of the postmodification rather than to the head noun itself. Thus: the teacher's room the teacher of music's room
This ‘group genitive’ is regularly used with such postmodifications as in someone else's house, the heir apparent's name, as well as prepositional phrases. Other examples involve coordinations: an hour and a half's discussion, a week or so's sunshine. 
The genitive with ellipsis (independent genitive)

The noun modified by the -s genitive may be omitted if the context makes its identification clear:

My car is faster than John's (i.e. than John's car). His memory is like an elephant's. John's is a nice car, too.
With the of-genitive in comparable environments, a pronoun is normally necessary:

The population of New York is greater than that of Chicago.
Ellipsis is especially noteworthy in expressions relating to premises or establishments: I shall be at Bill's.
Here Bill's would normally mean 'where Bill lives', even though the hearer might not know whether the appropriate head would be house, apartment, flat, digs ( BrE );' lives' is important, however, and hotel room (where Bill could only be ' staying' ) would be excluded. By contrast:

I shall be at the dentist's would refer to the dentist's professional establishment and the same applies to proper names where these refer to commercial firms. It would not be absurd to write:

I shall be at Harrod's /' Foyle's / Macy's. This usage is normal also in relation to small 'one-man' business: I buy my meat at Johnson's.
With large businesses, however, their complexity and in some sense 'plurality' cause interpretation of the -s ending as the plural inflection, and the genitive meaning - if it survives- is expressed in writing by moving the apostrophe (at Macys'). On the other hand, conflict between plurality and the idea of a business as a collective unity results in vacillation in concord: 

Harrods is / are very good for clothes.

Double genitive

An of-genitive can be combined with an 's  genitive in a construction called the 'double genitive'. The noun with the 's genitive inflection must be both definite and personal: 
an opera of Verdi's, an opera of my friend's but not: *a sonata of a violinist's, *a funnel of the ship's.
There are conditions which also affect the noun preceding the of-phrase. This cannot be a proper noun; thus while we have: Mrs. Brown's Mary we cannot have: *Mary of Mrs. Brown,*Mary of Mrs. Brown's. Further, this noun must have indefinite reference: that is, it must be seen as one of an unspecified number of items attributed to the postmodifier:

A friend of the doctor's has arrived

*The daughter of Mrs. Brown's has arrived

A daughter of Mrs. Brown's has arrived 
Any daughter of Mrs. Brown's is welcome. 

*The War Requiem of Britten's.

The double genitive thus involves a partitive as one of its components: ' one of the doctor's friends' (he has more than one) and hence not' *one of Britten's War Requiem'. Yet we are able, in apparent defiance of this statement, to use demonstratives as follows:

That wife of mine
This War Requiem of Britten's

In these instances, which always presuppose familiarity, the demonstratives are not being used in a directly defining role; rather, one might think of them as having an ellipted generic which allows us to see wife and War Requiem appositively as members of a class of objects: 'This instance of Britten's works, namely, War Requiem'.
Note So too when 'A daughter of Mrs. Brown's' is already established in the linguistic context, we could refer to 'The / That daughter of Mrs. Brown's (that I mentioned).

EXERCISES
Exercise1. Explain the use of the genitive case.
1. Mr. Fairlie had received his first intimation of his niece's death from his sister, Madam Fosco. 2. He had been within a hair's-breadth of refusing to act as executor, and of allowing that magnificent jewel to be lost to the family. 3. I have merely told you of a half-hour's talk in the hideous environment of the Reform Club on a wet and sullen day. 4. Gwendolen's reception in the neigbourhood fulfilled her uncle's expectations. 5. I heard a man's voice, behind the door, raised to a dreadful shrillness, screaming for help. 6. The streets that led away towards the city's heart were decorated with arches of little lamps. 7. Deronda smiled at the irregular, blond face, brought into strange contrast by the side of Mira's. 8. "Where are the children?" "I sent them to Mother's." 9. "There's been a woman here," he cried. "It's a woman's wedding-ring." 10. Presently Rex... was on his two miles' walk to Offendene. 11. Tennis was in the air, and after the usual two hours' delay... four men assembled on the cort.12. Deronda's circumstances, indeed, had been exceptional. 13. Crime is a product of a country's social order. 14. I have omitted to state that I went with the bride to the bride's husband's house and lands down here. 15. They were returning to Fogarty's, their hands full of flowers. 16. We took some bread and cheese with us and got some goat's milk up there on the pasture. 17. After two days' travelling I arrived in the town of X. 18. Hush, hush, my child, for heaven's sake! 

Exercise2. Put the noun in the genitive case. Explain the use of the genitive case.
1. Anna, full of tender fears, put her little hand into her - (cousin). 2. The breakfast table at - was usually a very pleasant one, and was always presided over by Bella. 3. Wait a little till there are - voices at your fireside (children). 4. Then he walked on along the - edge, considering perplexedly what to do next (water). 5. There were two things wanted of him: one was a certificate of his birth, and the other was a certificate of his - marriage (parents). 6. But I suppose that need not prevent us from quarrelling to our- content in future (heart). 7. The place was remarkably quiet, no footsteps went up or down the stairs; she only heard in the room beneath her a dull, rumbling sound of - voices talking (men). 8. I will even go farther, if you like, and admit that the identity of Lady Glyde, as a living person, is a proved fact to Miss Halcombe and yourself (courtesy, argument). 9. He stopped to dinner that evening and much to – satisfaction made a favourable impression on her father (Ruth).10. He saw the frown on - well formed forehead (Yates). 11. He had not been at- for nearly two years (Timothy). 12. Benson... was listening among the- representatives cocking his head on one side (workers). 13. He had never thought that a mere - hand could be sweetly soft (woman). 14. ...we amused her in the evening with - games at cards (children). (Collins) 15. But by that time the Bride was near the end of the first - journey towards Florence (day). 16. ...he too wished she had remained at home, as did most of the - families (congressmen). 17. You need a good - sleep (night).
Exercise3.Comment on the use of the genitive case in the following sentences.
A. 1. Idris was Joey's younger brother. 2. I would do anything in the world to ensure Gwendolen's happiness. 3. Margie was thinking about the old schools they had when her grandfather's grandfather was a little boy. 4. I've got a dentist's appointment at five-thirty. 5. I am not good at other people's affairs. 6. And he saw Dante walking proudly and silently past the people who knelt by the water's edge. 7. Their house is at a mile's distance from here. 8. After a minute's silence Doctor Manson said: "Are you Miss Barlow?" 9. There was a moment's hesitation, then Doctor Manson began to speak 10. It wouldn't surprise me if they changed their tune in a few months' time. 11. He had a good night's sleep. 12. But they would read about it in tomorrow's papers. 13. Please insert yesterday's homework in the proper slot. 14. Today's arithmetic lesson is on the addition of proper fraction.

B. Harris came up and put his arm through George's. 2. Now he allowed his hair to grow like a man's. 3. You must come down to my father's. 4.1 saw him just at your aunt's. 5. On the way home she usually bought a slice of honey-cake at the baker's. 6. "Come into this pastry cook's," said Soames abruptly, and tightening his grip on her arm, he turned into a confectioner's.

C. 1. I am thinking of a cousin of my father's, who was a well-known physician. 2. He was a patient of Doctor Manson's. 3. Peter was the son of a friend of Aunt Anne's. 4.1 will remember that nice smile of your mother's. 5. What kind of girl was this wife of Jon's? 6. Frankly speaking, Leidner, this business of your wife's seems to me rather out of my class.

D.1. They had sought refreshment over the way at Caramel and Baker's. 2. They work at Peter and Poplin's. 3. Brown had been satisfied with the results of Lyall's and Foulus's visit. 4. Piani's and Bonello's cart could only move straight ahead down the narrow road.

Exercise4. Replace the of-phrase by the noun in the genitive case.
A. 1. The wife of our teacher. 2. The order of the commander-in-chief. 3. The house of Mr. Rochester. 4. The novels of Dickens. 5. The ball of the boys. 6. The life of a bachelor. 7. The works of Karl Marx. 8. A dress of a lady. 9. A meeting of students. 10. The flat of my mother-in-law. 11. The rights of women.

B.1. A distance of two miles. 2. The crew of the ship. 3. The theatres of Moscow. 4. An interval of three hours. 5. The oil deposits of the world. 6. The rays of the sun. 7. The population of England. 8. The joys of life. 9. For the sake of convenience.

C. 1. The mother of Mary and Ann. 2. The fathers of Peter and John. 3. The novels of Ilf and Petrov. 4. The poems of Byron and Shelley. 5. The children of my sister Irene. 6. The speech of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 7. The times of Peter the Great. 8. The correspondent of the Times of India.
Exercise5. Replace the genitive case by a prepositional group where possible.
1. The only thing that stood out clearly was his parents' house. 2. Nobody could explain the young girl's behaviour at yesterday's dinner. 3. The boy got his first week's salary and looked very proud. 4. You don't object to the speaker's proposal, do you? 5. We found the boy looking through a children's magazine. 6. After an hour or so's break the committee resumed their work. 7. In those days he lived, for economy's sake, in a little town. 8. There was a moment's silence between them. 9. It was a typical student's mistake. 10. The morning's post brought me a surprise in the share of a letter. 11. They are the same author's books.
Exercise6. Replace the prepositional groups by the genitive case where possible.
1. The teacher drew the attention of the students to the peculiarity of the style of the author. 2. Before I could say a word, the sound of carriage wheels was heard. 3. The girl was nicely dressed for the ceremony of the evening. 4. He did not want to hurt the feelings of the girl. 5. There was a spot of ink on the table cloth. 6.1 spent a fortnight in the house of my friend. 7. The pursuit of the enemy stopped only at nightfall. 8. There was a great variety of books for children on display. 9. I could not agree with the interpretation of the piece by the conductor. 10. We visited the village of Mikhailovskoye where Pushkin, the great poet of Russia, lived in exile. 11. The interest of Sophia, the youngest daughter in the family of general Korvin-Krukovsky, to mathematics was considered to be a whim. 12. Never shall I forget those words of my father. 13. We could not tear our eyes off the hands of the pianist. 14. The river was at a distance of a mile and a half from the camp. 15. The wings of the plane were getting ice-crusted. 16. She contributes to a magazine for women.

Exercise7. Replace the word combinations in bold type by the absolute (independent) genitive.
1. The party was held in the house of the Johnsons. 2. The major was one of Papa's particular friends. 3. The third house on the right hand was one of Stevensons' footware shops. 4. It was the actor who absorbed Tony's attention simply because he had absorbed the attention of Lilly. 5.1 promised to call for my wife at the place of her parents. 6. We heard the news from one of the Smiths' relations. 7. When the aunt's eyes met the eyes of Tom she understood that he was lying. 8. His mouth opened like that of a Marathon runner. 9. He would never let anyone sit on his chair, which was one of my uncle's whims. 10. The carriage came round to take the children to the house of their grandmother. 11. There is no music I like better than the music by Tchaikovsky. 12 The man was notable most for his hands. Large hands they were, but shaped like the hands of a woman. 13. The mother took the ring off her finger and put it on the finger of her daughter. 14. The dog did not respond to the voice. It was not the voice of his master. 15. He was sure that it was one of Peter's tricks. 16. Fanny's costume was the nicest at the fancy ball. 17. The best results at the competition were shown by Michael. 18. I saw a flush on Mary Pearson's face, I saw a smile on the face of Mr. Pearson as he glanced at her. 19. His mother's eyes were blood-shot, and so were Mabel's eyes; so had been the eyes of everybody he had looked at.

Exercise8. Use the absolute (independent) genitive case in the following sentences.
A. 1. Andrew raised his eyes and kept them on the eyes of Miss Barlow. 2. It was her job, not the job of old lady Winnie. 3. He put out his left hand, and took the hand of Kate. 4. She had an unexpectedly pleasant voice, a little deeper than the voice of most women. 5. His face is long and white like the face of a clown.

B. 1. The middle wall had precisely the same books as used to be in the library at the house of his own Father in Park Lane. 2. After breakfast we went off to the house of Fleur. 3. I'd like you to come to the place of my sister. 4. I'm not going to the house of Caroline Kent at all. 5. "They tell me at the house of Timothy," said Nicholas lowering his voice, "that Dartie has gone off at last."

Exercise9. Answer the questions using the words given below.
Where do you go if you want to ...
1. get fast food ? — To ...

2. buy some vegetables ?

3. have your eyes examined?

4. buy some nails and a hammer?

5. get your hair cut?

6. have some clothes cleaned?

7. buy some cigars and cigarettes?

8. buy a wedding ring?

9. get pens, pencils, paper?

10. buy cakes and chocolate?

11. buy a lot of small different things?

12. have your teeth examined?

13. buy some medicine?

14. buy some meat?

15. buy some flowers ?

16. get some information about travelling?

17. have your watch repaired?

18. buy the most expensive things in London?

19. have your pet examined?
20. have a dress (suit) made?

· the florist's 

· the butcher's 

· the greengrocers's 

· the supermarket 

· the travelling agent's 

· McDonald's 

· the dressmaker's 

· (the tailor's) 

· the ironmonger's 

· the jeweller's 

· Harrods 

· the vet's 

· the chemist's 

· (the drugstore) 

· the tobacconist's 

· the watchmaker's 

· the doctor's 

· the dentist's 

· the confectioner's 

· the (dry) cleaner's 

· the stationery 

· the hairdresser's 

· (the barber's)

Exercise10. Insert s, 's, or s' instead of the hyphens where necessary.
1. This is a new edition of Esenin- poem-. 2. That man was Vera- and Nelly- old teacher- of music. 3. Those were Nick- and Kate- parent-. 4. We spent a week- holiday at the Barton-. 5. We spent a two week- holiday with the Barton-. 6. The book is neither John- nor Mary-. 7. I haven't seen anything of John- of late. 8. I haven't touched a single book of John-. 9. Father took some money from his pocket and gave it to my younger brother-. 10. Father took some money from his pocket and put it into my younger brother-. 11. His eyes narrowed like a cat-. 12. He moved around softly like a cat-. 13. Vakhtangov- life was short but bright. 14. The Vakhtangov-theatre is one of the leading Moscow- theatre-. 15. The Queen- of Belgium- visit to Moscow was timed to the Tchaikovsky- World Competition of Violinists and Pianists. 16. Tchaikovsky- house in Klin is now a museum. 17. The wall- in the hunter- club were decorated with mountain goat- and wild deer- horn-. 18. A great many scientist- took part in the First International Geophysical Year. 19. Many a time did he rewrite some of his novel- chapter- before submitting it to the reader- judgement-.

Exercise11. Translate the following word combinations into English using the genitive case.
дочка моєї молодшої сестри, молодша дочка моєї сестри, П'ята симфонія Чайковського, колишній секретар директора, ще одна мисливська розповідь, розповідь іншого мисливця, цей стара дамський капелюх, капелюх цієї старої дами, старий капелюх цієї пані, традиції студентів Оксфорда, старі студентські традиції, перша дружина Івана Грозного, заява нового уряду, нова заява уряду, прибуття в Лондон українського посла в Англії.

THE CATEGORY OF GENDER

In Modern English there is no grammatical gender. The noun does not possess any special gender forms, neither does the accompanying adjective, pronoun or article indicate any gender agreement with the head-noun: a little boy, a little girl, a little room.

What is still traditionally called gender in English is a division of nouns into three classes according to their lexical meaning: masculine (referred to as he) - names of male beings; feminine (referred to as she) - names of female beings; neuter (referred to as it) - names of lifeless things and abstract notions. 
Masculine: father, boy, brother;  
Feminine: mother, girl, sister; 
Neuter: table, lamp, kindness, friendship.

The only exceptions are the nouns child and baby which are sometimes referred to as it: The child has broken its toy. ... she took the baby out of its cradle, and nursed. Thus we see that gender in English is expressed lexically by means of different words: father, mother, book.

There is practically only one gender-forming suffix in English: the suffix -ess expressing feminine gender. Its chief use is to distinguish persons and a few animals:
heir - heir-ess poet - poet-ess actor - actr-ess waiter - waitr-ess host - host-ess lion - lion-ess tiger - tigr-ess

Some masculine/feminine pairs denoting kinship have common (dual) generic terms, for example, parent for father/mother, and child for son/daughter as well as for boy/girl. Some optional feminine forms (poetess, authoress, etc) are now rare, being replaced by dual gender forms (poet, author, etc). The nouns of this kind include: 
a) human beings: artist, chairman, cook, criminal, doctor, enemy foreigner, friend, guest, inhabitant, fool, librarian, musician, neighbor, novelist, parent, person, servant, speaker, student teacher, writer, professor;
b) animals: wolf, elephant, bear, sparrow, eagle, etc.
When it is desirable to restrict those nouns to one sex, a word is added denoting the sex and thus forming a compound:

a) girl-friend, boy-friend, man-servant, maid-servant, girl- student, woman (or female )-novelist, women-voters, woman- clerk. The dual class is one on the increase, but the expectation that a given activity is largely male or female dictates the frequent use of sex markers: thus a nurse, but a male nurse, an engineer but a woman engineer.

b) he-wolf she-wolf; male-elephant, female-elephant; cock- sparrow, hen-sparrow. Sometimes proper nouns are used with the names of animals to show the sex: jack-ass, jenny-ass; billy-goat, nanny-goat; tom-cat; tabby-cat. In this case the proper name is not capitalized.  

Words indicating professions which formerly were used with reference only to male beings are not used as well when speaking of women owing to the extension of the activities of women in all fields: doctor, engineer, journalist, foreman, director, tractor-driver, mechanic: My daughter is a mechanic. Ann is a pilot.

Gender of nouns denoting animals

All nouns denoting animals may be considered neuter (referred to as it): 
The horse stood where it was stopped, without movement. ... a large old pointer dog rested its massive head on the knee of one girl... In its natural state the hedgehog is nocturnal. He pushed the dog aside, but it came leaping back. 

Nouns denoting birds, fishes, insects and reptiles are generally considered as neuter :

A moth has just flown into my candle before I could stop it! Felix saw the little bird move its head.
In spoken language there is a tendency to associate the names of animals with the feminine or masculine gender:

a) when the noun indicates the sex of the animal it is generally spoken of as he or she:

Masculine: lion, tiger, bull, also with proper names of animals: Rover, Jack.

Feminine: lioness, tigress, cow; Jenny: 

The lion roared again and Francis thought he was just at the edge of camp. On the window-sill, ... the little dog Carmen was rolling her eyes. The bull lowered his head and made rumbling noises in his throat. The dog pricked up his ears when I came in. Old Tom went to his mare, took up her hoofs one at a time and examined each shoe.

b) when the sex of the animal is not indicated by the noun. Nouns denoting the larger and stronger animals are generally associated with the masculine gender, nouns denoting the smaller and weaker with the feminine:

Masculine: elephant, horse, dog, eagle. 
Feminine: cat, hare, parrot.

But: canary - he, fly - he. 

Here are some examples: 
The elephant lifted his mighty trunk. The cat has upset her milk. The eagle left his rocky nest. "Try to get hold of my horse's bridle and lead him to me." The air was so clear and pleasant, and the horse seemed to the idea of the ride so much himself, as he stood snorting and pawing at the garden gate, that I had a great desire to go. 
Names of animals are associated with feminine gender when their maternal instinct is referred to:

The mother Bear, still on her hind legs, came slowly towards me... ... her [the duck's] attention was wholly taken up by her nest and her brood. A bird betrays her nest by trying to conceal it. 
c) in fairy tales and fables the gender of nouns denoting animals depends on the general characteristics ascribed to the animals:

"Wait a minute", said the monkey proudly, "I can climb." He run quickly up to the tree and threw the rich ripe fruit to the ground. There was once a fat old cricket, who thought a good deal of himself. He had such a big, shining body, and a way of chirping so loud, that no one could ever forget where he lived. Next day the Rabbit went to see his friend the Sable: she had many daughters and forest people always came to see her. 

Gender of nouns denoting inanimate things and abstract notions (personification)

Sometimes inanimate things and abstract notions are personified and the nouns denoting them are referred to as belonging to the masculine or feminine gender. Here are some traditional associations:

a) the nouns moon and earth are referred to as feminine, sun as masculine:

It is pleasant to watch the sun in his chariot of gold, and the moon in her chariot of pearl. At first the earth was large and shone in the heavens filling a great part of them, but every moment she grew smaller and more distant. People need to rise early to see the sun in all his splendour, for his brightness seldom lasts the day through. The earth awoke from her winter sleep.

b) the names of vessels (ship, boat, steamer, etc.) are feminine:

I walked to the boat, which waited with her nose on the beach. The ship moved so smoothly that her onward motion was imperceptible to the senses of men. As I saw the ship staggering among these roaring caverns, it seemed miraculous that she retained her balance.
c)
The names of other vehicles (carriage, coach, car) are also sometimes made feminine by those who work on them:

Off she [a carriage] goes! "Young gentleman - goes up by her [a coach]." 
d)
the names of countries are usually referred to as feminine, especially when the country is not considered as a geographical territory:

As a fruit-growing country, the Crimea is especially distinguished for her grapes; she can also grow peaches, pears, and plums. France sent her representative to the conference.

But: Ireland is an island; on three sides it is washed by the Atlantic Ocean.

e)
when abstract notions are personified, the masculine gender is given to nouns suggesting such ideas as strength, fierceness, etc. while the feminine is associated with the idea of gentleness, beauty, etc. Masculine: anger, death, fear, war
Feminine: spring, peace, kindness, dawn
As I heard the waves rushing along the sides of the ship, and roaring in my very ear, it seemed as if death were raging round this floating prison seeking for his prey. So the Hail came... He was dressed in grey and his breath was like ice. The Autumn gave her golden fruit to every garden, but to the Giant's

EXERCISES

Exercise1.Supply the missing words. Refer to this list as little as possible.
Actress, aunt, bachelor, bridegroom, cows, daughter, female, goddess, hens, heroine, heiress, lionesses, mares, nephew, nieces, nuns, prince, queens, ram, saleswoman, sister, sow, spinster, uncle, waitress, widower.

John's brother is a bank clerk and his sister is a __________nurse.

My aunt is very nice and my_________ has a wonderful sense of

humour. My___________is a little boy of four; my niece is a little girl of two. My father's brother and sister have never married. He's still a ___________and she's a ________________.
These days, few men become monks and few women become__________. There is only one bull in the field, but there are dozens of___________. The cock crows at dawn and wakes up all the____________. The stallion is in the separate stable from the ______________. We call the boar Henry and we call the ______________Jemima. The ewes look quiet enough, but I don't like the look of that _____________. Tony is an actor and his wife is an ______________. John and Jane work in a restaurant; he is a waiter and she is a _________________. In fairy tales the handsome ____________usually marries the beautiful princess. We went to a wildlife park and saw a lot of lions and ______________. In mythology, Mars is the god of war, Diana is the ________________of hunting. Katerina is the ___________to her father's fortune. Why does everyone expect the hero of the story to marry the _________________. A widow can often manage much better on her own than a ________________. A ______________won the award for most sales this month; a salesman ___________________came second.

When you look at fish, it's often difficult to distinguish between male and _________________________. Very few people know the names of the kings and _________________of England. I took a photo of bride and _______________
at the wedding. The Smiths have a son called Robert and a ____________called Jill. My uncle and ____________are over here from Canada. I enjoy being an uncle. I have two ___________and three nephews.

Exercise2. Insert the appropriate pronouns using the personal gender (he, she, his or her ).
1. ...Diogenes, panting for breath, and yet making the street ring

with_____glad bark, was at her feet. 2. The earth gave forth a faint warmth ... stealing up the chilly garment in which winter had wrapped______. 3. The sun gradually wheeled
_____broad disk down into the west. (Irving.) 4. That night the great Bear left - lair and rejoicing in the fullness of ____mighty strengths,
 _____ strode toward the plain. (Seton-Thompson.) 5. Spring drew on:__________
 was indeed already come.... (Bronte.) 6. Meanwhile the moon declined: 
was________ about to set. (Bronte.) 7. Old Tom went to his mare, took up
______________
hoofs one at a time and examined each shoe. (Seton- Thompson.) 8. We were all a little bored even Juno who is at least as wise as any human, was pondering somewhat gloomily over _____ master's intention of taking us to shoot pheasants at daybreak. 9. The sun came up upon the left. Out of the sea

came
 ... 10. A quarter of a mile away, on the grey, gleaming water was the bulky one
funneled steamer, 
with shreds of the night's snowwrap still clinging to 
 .

11. "Step in, lady, and I'll demonstrate. 
(the car) goes like a bird." 12. " Bertine's horse ran a nail in _____ foot yesterday and is going lame to-day."
Exercise2. Add a word forming a compound in order to define the gender.
1. Friend wolf servant elephant ass goat frog cat

2. Complete the following group of words:

e.g. monk - nun

king god usher emperor sow ram lion stallion gander buck bull cock
dog tiger bachelor

3. Replace the following nouns by the appropriate pronouns:

cat elephant horse dog eagle hare parrot canary fly sun
moon earth ship boat carriage coach

car steamer France anger spring peace death fear war kindness dawn.

BRITISH VERSUS AMERICAN NOUNS

There are many cases in which the two varieties of English use different terms to describe the same thing. Here’s a list of various British words and expressions together with their American equivalents.

	British English
	American English

	accommodation
	accommodations

	action replay
	instant replay

	aerofoil
	airfoil

	aeroplane
	airplane

	agony aunt
	advice columnist

	Allen key
	Allen wrench

	aluminium
	aluminum

	aniseed
	anise

	anticlockwise
	counterclockwise

	articulated lorry
	tractor-trailer

	asymmetric bars
	uneven bars

	aubergine
	eggplant

	baking tray
	cookie sheet

	bank holiday
	legal holiday

	beetroot
	beet(s)

	biscuit
	cookie; cracker

	black economy
	underground economy

	blanket bath
	sponge bath

	block of flats
	apartment building

	boiler suit
	coveralls

	bonnet (of a car)
	hood

	boob tube
	tube top

	boot (of a car)
	trunk

	bottom drawer
	hope chest

	bowls
	lawn bowling

	braces
	suspenders

	brawn (the food)
	headcheese

	breakdown van
	tow truck

	breeze block
	cinder block

	bridging loan
	bridge loan

	bumbag
	fanny pack

	candyfloss
	cotton candy

	car park
	parking lot

	casualty
	emergency room

	catapult
	slingshot

	central reservation
	median strip

	chemist
	drugstore

	chips
	French fries

	cinema
	movie theater; the movies

	cling film
	plastic wrap

	common seal
	harbor seal

	consumer durables
	durable goods

	cornflour
	cornstarch

	cos (lettuce)
	romaine

	cot
	crib

	cot death
	crib death

	cotton bud
	cotton swab

	cotton wool
	absorbent cotton

	council estate
	(housing) project

	courgette
	zucchini

	court card
	face card

	crash barrier
	guardrail

	crisps
	chips; potato chips

	crocodile clip
	alligator clip

	cross-ply
	bias-ply

	crotchet (music)
	quarter note

	current account
	checking account

	danger money
	hazard pay

	demister (in a car)
	defroster

	dialling tone
	dial tone

	diamante
	rhinestone

	double cream
	heavy cream

	draughts (game)
	checkers

	drawing pin
	thumbtack

	dressing gown
	robe; bathrobe

	drink-driving
	drunk driving

	drinks cupboard
	liquor cabinet

	drinks party
	cocktail party

	driving licence
	driver’s license

	dual carriageway
	divided highway

	dummy (for a baby)
	pacifier

	dust sheet
	drop cloth

	dustbin
	garbage can

	earth (electrical)
	ground

	engaged (of a phone)
	busy

	estate agent
	real estate agent, realtor (trademark)

	estate car
	station wagon

	ex-directory
	unlisted

	faith school
	parochial school

	financial year
	fiscal year

	fire brigade/service
	fire company/department

	first floor
	second floor

	fish finger
	fish stick

	fitted carpet
	wall-to-wall carpeting

	flannel
	washcloth

	flat
	apartment

	flexitime
	flextime

	flick knife
	switchblade

	flyover
	overpass

	football
	soccer

	footway
	sidewalk

	fringe (hair)
	bangs

	full stop (punctuation)
	period

	garden
	yard; lawn

	gearing (finance)
	leverage

	gear lever
	gearshift

	goods train
	freight train

	greaseproof paper
	wax paper/waxed paper

	green fingers
	green thumb

	grill (noun)
	broiler

	grill (verb)
	broil

	ground floor
	first floor

	groundsman
	groundskeeper

	hairslide
	barrette

	hatstand
	hatrack

	hen night
	bachelorette party

	hire purchase
	installment plan

	hoarding
	billboard

	hob
	stovetop

	holdall
	carryall

	holiday
	vacation

	holidaymaker
	vacationer

	homely
	homey

	hosepipe
	(garden) hose

	in hospital
	in the hospital

	hot flush
	hot flash

	housing estate
	housing development

	hundreds and thousands
	sprinkles (for ice cream)

	ice lolly
	popsicle (trademark)

	icing sugar
	confectioners’ sugar

	indicator (on a car)
	turn signal

	inside leg
	inseam

	jelly babies
	jelly beans

	Joe Bloggs
	Joe Blow

	Joe Public
	John Q. Public

	jumble sale
	rummage sale

	jump lead
	jumper cable

	jumper
	Sweater

	junior school
	elementary school

	kennel
	doghouse

	ladybird
	ladybug

	a lettuce
	a head of lettuce

	level crossing
	grade crossing

	lift
	elevator

	lolly
	lollipop

	lollipop lady (or man)
	crossing guard

	loose cover
	slipcover

	lorry
	truck

	loudhailer
	bullhorn

	low loader
	flatbed truck

	lucky dip
	grab bag

	luggage van
	baggage car

	maize
	corn

	mangetout
	snow pea

	market garden
	truck farm

	marshalling yard
	railroad yard

	maths
	math

	metalled road
	paved road

	milometer
	odometer

	minim (music)
	half note

	mobile phone
	cell phone

	monkey tricks
	monkey shines

	motorway
	expressway; highway

	mum/mummy
	mom/mommy

	nappy
	diaper

	needlecord
	pinwale

	newsreader
	newscaster

	noughts and crosses
	tic-tac-toe

	number plate
	license plate

	off-licence
	liquor store; package store

	opencast mining
	open-pit mining

	ordinary share
	common stock

	oven glove
	oven mitt

	paddling pool
	wading pool

	paracetamol
	acetaminophen

	parting (in hair)
	part

	patience
	solitaire

	pavement
	sidewalk

	pay packet
	pay envelope

	pedestrian crossing
	crosswalk

	peg
	clothespin

	pelmet
	valance

	petrol
	gas; gasoline

	physiotherapy
	physical therapy

	pinafore dress
	jumper

	plain chocolate
	dark chocolate

	plain flour
	all-purpose flour

	polo neck
	turtleneck

	positive discrimination
	reverse discrimination

	postal vote
	absentee ballot

	postbox
	mailbox

	postcode
	zip code

	potato crisp
	potato chip

	power point
	electrical outlet

	pram
	baby carriage; stroller

	press stud
	snap

	press-up
	pushup

	private soldier
	GI

	public school
	private school

	public transport
	public transportation

	punchbag
	punching bag

	pushchair
	stroller

	pylon
	utility pole

	quantity surveyor
	estimator

	quaver (music)
	eighth note

	queue
	line

	racing car
	race car

	railway
	railroad

	real tennis
	court tennis

	recorded delivery
	certified mail

	registration plate
	license plate

	remould (tyre)
	retread

	reverse the charges
	call collect

	reversing lights
	back-up lights

	right-angled triangle
	right triangle

	ring road
	beltway

	roundabout (at a fair)
	carousel

	roundabout (in road)
	traffic circle

	rowing boat
	rowboat

	sailing boat
	sailboat

	saloon (car)
	sedan

	sandpit
	sandbox

	sandwich cake
	layer cake

	sanitary towel
	sanitary napkin

	self-raising flour
	self-rising flour

	semibreve (music)
	whole note

	semitone (music)
	half step

	share option
	stock option

	shopping trolley
	shopping cart

	show house/home
	model home

	silencer (on a car)
	muffler

	silverside
	rump roast

	skeleton in the cupboard
	skeleton in the closet

	skimmed milk
	skim milk

	skipping rope
	jump rope

	skirting board
	baseboard

	sledge
	sled

	sleeper
	railroad tie

	sleeping partner
	silent partner

	slowcoach
	slowpoke

	snakes and ladders
	chutes and ladders

	solicitor
	lawyer

	soya/soya bean
	soy/soybean

	splashback
	backsplash

	spring onion
	scallion

	stag night
	bachelor party

	stanley knife
	utility knife

	starter
	appetizer

	state school
	public school

	storm in a teacup
	tempest in a teapot

	surtitle
	supertitle

	swede
	rutabaga

	sweet(s)
	candy

	takeaway (food)
	takeout; to go

	taxi rank
	taxi stand

	tea towel
	dish towel

	terrace house
	row house

	tick
	check mark

	ticket tout
	scalper

	timber
	lumber

	titbit
	tidbit

	toffee apple
	candy apple or caramel apple

	touch wood
	knock on wood

	trade union
	labor union

	trading estate
	industrial park

	trainers
	sneakers

	transport cafe
	truck stop

	trolley
	shopping cart

	twelve-bore
	twelve-gauge

	underground
	subway

	vacuum flask
	thermos bottle

	verge (of a road)
	shoulder

	vest
	undershirt

	veterinary surgeon
	veterinarian

	wagon (on a train)
	car

	waistcoat
	vest

	walking frame
	walker

	wardrobe
	closet

	water ice
	Italian ice

	weatherboard
	clapboard

	white coffee
	coffee with cream

	white spirit
	mineral spirits

	wholemeal bread
	wholewheat bread

	windcheater
	windbreaker

	windscreen
	windshield

	wing (of a car)
	fender

	worktop
	countertop

	zebra crossing
	crosswalk

	zed  (letter Z)
	Zee

	zip
	zipper
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